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INTRODUCTION 


A HISTORIC DECLARATION 


1. No matter where it occurs, colonialism always takes 
the same form: plundering of the resources of the colonised 
peoples, suppression of their language, history and national 
culture, and political, judicial and military oppression. In 
brief, colonial rule, reduces the native inhabitant to the level 
of a mere tool in the hands of the colonialist. But all men 
desire freedom; everyone wants to enjoy the fruits of his 
own labour and nobody likes to be treated like an animal. 
That is why wherever colonial rule has ended, it has always 
been with a struggle of varying duration and violence be- 
tween the colonisers and the colonised. The beneficiaries of 
colonialism have every intention of continuing to exploit and 
plunder their victims, whereas the colonised peoples aspire 
irresistibly to national independence. 


2. A country’s independence is therefore always the out- 
come of the struggles of the people of that country. This 
victory is continually threatened by the forces of reaction. 
When a people achieves independence, its aim is to end every 
kind of exploitation, to further the full material and spiritual 
growth of its children and to contribute to the enrichment of 
world civilisation. The imperialists and colonialists, on the 
other hand, seek all possible means of perpetuating their 
system of exploitation on behalf of a minority. For this 
reason it is of primary importance that each country should 
achieve independence under the leadership of a genuinely 
representative and popular government. If the men in power 
have im fact no contact with their people, if they are incom- 
petent and dishonest, they will of necessity ally themselves 
with the imperialists and colonialists so as to undermine the 
independence won by the people. In other words, direct 
foreign rule will be replaced by indirect foreign rule. 


] 


3. This form of exploitation and domination carried out 
through intermediaries is known as ‘“neo-colonialism ”’. 
Colonialism goes out by the front door only to come right 
in again through the back door. Neo-colonialism takes vari- 
ous forms. Sometimes, without giving actual independence, 
the colonialists grant certain reforms which are in practice 
very limited. In this way the British Government is now 
granting internal autonomy to various territories in East 
Africa while making Africans share the power with the tiny 
minority of white settlers. And these settlers already control 
the entire administrative, judicial and military machinery in 
addition to the key sectors of the economy. 


4. The so-called Franco-African Community represents an- 
other form of neo-colonialism. The French imperialists 
continue to exercise all the essential rights of sovereignty over 
France and the African peoples, but they have changed the 
name of their empire and granted a few Negroes and Mala- 
gasies the salary and title of Minister. These small changes 
create an illusion of equality between France and the coun- 
tries of the Community, whereas these countries have few 
rights and are in fact still enslaved. 


5. But the most dangerous form of neo-colonialism is not 
that which retains imperial control of various ministries and 
key services, such as defence, diplomacy, higher education, 
etc. The most dangerous form is that which occurs in a 
theoretically independent state; that is to say, in a country 
whose sovereignty is legally recognised but which is led by 
puppet rulers through whom the foreign power continues to 
control the key sectors of the economy, the diplomatic ser- 
vice, higher education, the army, military bases, etc. The 
American imperialists are the chief exponents of this form 
of neo-colonialism. While ruthlessly trying to put down the 
real patriots, they are attempting to replace European 
colonialism in Asia and Africa. 


6. But neo-colonialism is no more capable than colonialism 
of resisting the desire of the people to direct their own 
affairs in their own interests. In the last century an American 
President, Abraham Lincoln, said, ‘‘ You can fool some of 
the people all the time, and all the people some of the time, 
but you cannot fool all of the people all of the time.” For 
this very reason neo-colonial regimes too are usually over- 
thrown by means of armed force. 
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7. It is quite evident that the achievement of independence 
Is a very important event in the history of a country. If this 
independence is declared in favourable conditions, it will 
immediately liberate the creative energy of the people. The 
people can then hasten progress in all fields : political, cul- 
tural, military, economic, social, etc. If, on the other hand, 
the independence fought for by the people is undermined by 
a handful of unpopular men in foreign pay, then the people 
are forced to expend a great deal more of their energy in 
overthrowing the new regime. 


8. Men who are conscious of these facts and are really con- 
cerned with the interests of the people and world peace have 
always attempted to bring about the best possible conditions 
for the achievement of independence. It is therefore quite 
natural that the founders of the United Nations should have 
written into their Charter various dispensations directed 
towards this end. 


Article 76b in particular, states that in any trust territory 
free elections must be held under U.N. control before inde- 
pendence. It would also seem normal for the representatives 
of a country, whatever their political opinions, to seek suit- 
able methods of re-establishing national sovereignty in such 
a way as to bring about the total liberation of the people. 


9. The U.PC., the immortal spirit of the valiant Kamenunian 
people, has always shown itself to be worthy of its task. A 
short time before the declaration of independence in the 
Kamerun the Bureau of the Executive Committee of the 
U.P.C. published a Historic Declaration. The Declaration 
iv effect, outlined a programme for making the Kamerun a 
really united independent country, democratic and prosper- 
ous. This is vitally important, not only for African indepen- 
dence and unity, but also for world peace. 


10. To make this document one of real revolutionary value 
the U.P.C. has thought it useful to publish the following 
articles. In accordance with a principle dear to our Organisa- 
tion, ‘‘ From the People to the People,”’ the essential purpose 
of these articles is to evoke constructive suggestions from the 
Kamerunian people, whom we intend to serve faithfully at 
all times and by all possible means. 
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11. The article will closely follow the same pattern as the 
Declaration, so we will treat the following points one by one. 


I. VAIN ATTEMPTS TO REACH A PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT 


If. HEROIC STRUGGLE OF THE KAMERUNIAN 
PEOPLE AGAINST NEO-COLONIALISM 
Some Aspects of Neo-Colonialism in the Kamerun. 
Nature of the Present Struggle. 
Consequences of the War in the Kamerun. 
Necessity of a Revolutionary Struggle. 


GAD > 


If. OBJECTIVES OF THE KAMERUNIAN 
REVOLUTION 


Political. 
Cultural. 
Social. 


OO Bp 


Economic. 


IV. HOW TO SPEED UP THE FINAL VICTORY OF 
THE KAMERUNIAN PEOPLE 


I. VAIN ATTEMPTS TO REACH A PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT 


12. In a Declaration of December 29th, 1959, the Bureau 
of the Executive Committee of the U.P.C. announced its 
decision of Total Revolution for the real independence of 
the Kamerun. This decision cannot be properly understood 
without taking into account all the attempts of the National 
Liberation Movement to achieve a peaceful and democratic 
solution to the problem of the Kamerun. 


13. From its very inception, the U.P.C. has always set itseit 
objectives conforming strictly to the principles of the U.N. 
Charter: national unity and independence. To attain these 
legitimate objectives, the U.P.C. has not contented itself with 
mobilising the mass of the people, but has always maintained 
a conciliatory policy towards its adversaries. Thus in 1951, 
in “‘ Historical conditions for the liberation of colonial coun- 
tries,’ the Secretary General, Ruben Um Nyobe wrote, ‘‘ We 
have stated again and again that the administration will not 
only earn our respect but even our co-operation as soon as 
it adopts policies based on the principles of the U.N. Charter 
and the international trusteeship agreements”’. To facilitate 
co-operation and as proof of our good faith, the U.P.C. 
offered further concrete proposals based entirely on the prin- 
ciples of the Charter. Thus, in 1949 we demanded only a 
postponement of independence; from 1953 on, we also de- 
manded the holding of a referendum on the re-unification of 
the Kamerun, and so on. 


14. The proposals of the U.P.C. earned us ever-increasing 
support from the mass of the people. On the other hand, 
these same proposals brought violent reactions from the 
colonial powers, especially the Government in Paris. This 
Government indiscriminately arrested and imprisoned active 
members and leaders of the U.P.C. It attemped to buy them 
off and even murdered them. At the same time, it encour- 
aged the development of movements hostile to the U.P.C., 
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many of which tend to sympathize with the settlers and 
French political parties. 


15. Among these anti-Kamerunian movements, we make 
special mention of the B.D.C. and the U.S.C. The B.D.C., 
or Kamerunian Democratic Coalition (Bloc Démocratique 
Cameronais), is a group started by a settler, Dr. Louis Paul 
Aujoulat, who has been a Minister in the French Govern- 
ment a number of times. His avowed aim is to bring the 
Kamerun into the ‘‘ French Union’. Limited to a few 
Catholic and Moslem groups, the B.D.C. can boast M. André- 
Marie Mbida and M. Ahidjo among its most important mem- 
bers. As for the U.S.C., the Social Union of the Cameroons 
(Union Sociale Camerounaise), it claims to be the official 
Kamerunian section of the French Socialist Party. Among 
its supporters are M. Paul Soppo Priso, M. Charles Okala 
and M. Charles Assalé, ‘‘ Generals without armies,” as the 
paper France Observateur called them. All these puppet 
movements are in fact completely ineffective. 


16. The French imperialists have always reserved their 
violent onslaughts for the U.P.C., the only representative and 
anti-colonial movement. In 1955 they decided to drown it 
in blood. The massacres of May and June claimed more 
than 5,000 victims. After permitting its local agents to com- 
mit atrocities without precedent in the history of Africa, the 
French Government proceeded to dissolve the U.P.C., aided 
by many African leaders such as M. F. Houphouet-Boigny, 
President of the R.D.A. (Rassemblement Démocratique 
Africain). 

17. What was the legal justification for the Decree of July 
13th, 1955, dissolving the U.P.C.? Justification was found in 
a law of January 10th. 1936 though Article 4 of this law 
states that it can only be applied in France and in French 
colonies. Extending this law to the Kamerun, a trusteeship 
territory, was therefore completely unwarranted. Many 
important officials condemned it as such, to say nothing of 
the popular organisations. On July 12th, 1955, M. Doise, 
French Representative on the Trusteeship Council, made a 
statement which, unknown to its perpetrator, condemned the 
Decree of July 13th, 1955 in advance: ‘‘ The administrative 
authorities are not entitled to dissolve a political party.” 
Again in the Trusteeship Council, Mr. Jaipal, the Indian 
Representative, stated early in 1956 that the dissolution of 
the U.P.C. was a completely illegal act since it was a decision 
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made by the administrative authorities, based on no valid 
accusations. Such a decision could only be made by a 
Commission of Magistrates after a detailed enquiry. 


18. Although crushed by this great injustice, the U.P.C. 
continued its relentless efforts to achieve a peaceful and 
democratic settlement of tie Kamerunian problem. Its 
leaders and active members, who were hunted day and night, 
had of course to seek refuge in the forests and mountains or 
in exile. But from there they continued to inundate the 
authorities with extremely realistic and concrete proposals. 
In 1957, the Secretary General of the U.P.C. outlined a pro- 
gramme of reconciliation, first between the Kamerunians 
themselves and then between the Kamerunian people and the 
French Government. We wish to stress emphatically that 
the proposals of the U.P.C., formulated by its Secretary 
General, were only intended for one purpose: the immediate 
and complete cessation of colonialism in the Kamerun. These 
proposals were as follows : — 


I. Complete and unconditional amnesty for all those 
who, since 1955, have been condemned or persecuted 
for political reasons. 

II. Political measures : — 


(a) filling the present political vacuum by re-estab- 
lishing the U.P.C. and its allies. 


(b) recognition of the Independence and Sovereignty 
of the Kamerun. 


III. A moral amnesty offered to France by the people of 
the Kamerun. 


19. The authorities responded to these concrete and con- 
structive proposals by intensifying their acts of repression. 
Students’ grants were cut off, civil servants and salaried 
workers dismissed, villages and fields destroyed and burned, 
and masses of people were arbitrarily herded into concentra- 
tion camps and death-prisons. An official statement of 1958 
reported 50,000 political prisoners! Two months later in 
September, 1958, the entire world learned with horror of the 
odious murder of the Secretary General of the U.P.C. Such 
was the response to Um’s proposals to establish real and 
solid Franco-Kamerunian friendship. Although prisoners of 
war are now granted protection, a great fighter for African 
freedom was basely assassinated by the very people who 
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claim to have taught the world the meaning of the word 
Liberty ! 


20. In spite of this terrible blow, the U.P.C. continued to 
hold out the hand of conciliation to its adversaries. In Janu- 
ary, 1959, the Bureau of the Executive Committee issued a 
Joint communiqué with the Party of Democrats, represented 
by Mr. André-Marie Mbida, in which both organisations un- 
dertook to employ every effort in finding a peaceful and 
democratic solution to the crisis in the Kamerun. When one 
considers that M. Mbida’s Movement is only a regional 
organisation enjoying limited support, that M. Mbida himself, 
as a member of the B.D.C. (see paragraph 15 above) fought 
relentlessly against Re-unification and Independence, and 
that in his capacity as “‘ Prime Minister of the first Govern- 
ment of the Trusteeship State’ of the Kamerun M. Mbida 
advocated the use of armed force to exterminate the U.P.C., 
already driven underground, one must recognise ##u admire 
the sincerity of the leaders of the national movement. They 
were even willing to co-operate with M. Mbida’s group, and 
once again they gave unquestionable proof of their deter- 
mination to fight for the peaceful liberation of the Kamerun 


and of their willingness to co-operate with anyone who in- 
tends to work for this objective. 


21. Further evidence of this determination was provided in 
February, 1959, on the occasion of the special session of the 
United Nations devoted to the problem of the Kamerun. 
We restated our proposals : — 

(i) The immediate withdrawal of French troops. 

(ii) Complete and unconditional amnesty for all those who 


since 1955 have been condemned or persecuted for 
political reasons. 

(iii) The re-establishment of civil liberties and especially of 
the rights of dissolved organisations: the U.P.C., the 
U.D.E.F.E.C., the Democratic Union of Cameroonian 
Women (Union Démocratique des Femmes Camerou- 
naises) and the J.D.C., Cameroonian Democratic Youth 
(Jeunesse Démocratique du Cameroun). 

(iv) The holding of completed democratic elections under 
the control of a United Nations Commission. 


22. After what we have said in paragraph 8, there is no 
need for us to point out that acceptance of this programme 


was the only way of bringing about independence in favour- 
able conditions of national unity under the leadership of a 
genuinely representative and popular Government. Such 
conditions were established by the U.N. in the trusteeships 
territories of Togoland and the so-called Italian Somaliland. 
The procedure is such an obvious one that the British colo- 
nialists were willing to make use of it even in colonies such 
as Malaya, Sudan, Ghana and Nigeria. 


23. But for the Kamerun, the Franco-American imperialists 
vigorously opposed the idea that the U.N. should hold de- 
mocratic elections before independence. What caused this 
anomaly ? What was the reason for the flagrant violation 
of the U.N. Charter ? 


The apparent reason is that the leaders of the West con- 
sider the Ahidjo Government to be fully representative and 
prepared to establish a real democracy. But these are mere 
pretexts. In reality they all know that the men in power in 
Yaoundé have : 


(a) always fought against independence, which has of course 
made them unpopular, 


(b) been placed and kept in their positions by the French 
army. Indeed the French army controlled the electoral 
fiasco of December 23rd, 1956, which resulted in the 
present Assembly. 


24. In their newspapers, for example in Le Monde. of 
December 22nd, 1956, L’Aurore and Figaro of December 
23rd and 24th and West Africa of January Sth, 1957, the 
colonialists themselves admit that they put up official candi- 
dates to fight the boycott ordered by the U.P.C., that their 
paratroopers managed to obtain votes from minors and 
even the dead and that 55% of that population abstained 
from voting. ; 


25. Even if the elections had been carrie¢ out democrati- 
cally, they took place so long ago that they can no longer 
be considered valid. In short, there is no need to elaborate 
further on the representativeness of the puppet government 
in Yaoundé. Its lack of popularity is clearly demonstrated 
by the fact that since 1955 the underground movement of 
the UPC. has been continually gaining in strength, as we 
shall soon see. 


20. Why then did the imperialists oppose the idea of free 
elections in the Kamerun before the declaration of indepen- 
dence on January Ist, 1960? Because according to their 
own estimates, the U.P.C. has the support of more than 85°/, 
of the population and democratic elections could only have 
resulted in an overwhelming U.P.C. victory. As everyone 
knows the U.P.C. is determined to raise the level of material 
and cultural life of these people. As everyone also knows, 
the imperialists will go to any lengths to ensure their con- 
tinued domination and exploitation of the Kamerunian 
people. 

27. From one day to the next there is an appreciable in- 
crease in the greed of the imperialists for the riches of the 
Kamerun. Having lost control of the rich Republic of 
Guinea, they are now finding new resources in the Kamerun. 
In addition to the resources already known to us—the pro- 
duce from forests, pastures and agriculture, the sources of 
energy: oil, coal, water power, and the minerals: gold, iron, 
copper, manganese, uranium, etc.—they have just found a 
deposit of bauxite in South-East Ngaoundéré. This deposit 
has reserves estimated at a minimum of two-thousand-million 
tons and is therefore the largest source now known within 
the capitalist sphere. 


28. In addition to her own resources, the Kamerun also 
provides the best means of communication between Chad, 
Ubangi, North Gabon and the outside world. She is a 
geographical link between what used to be called French 
West Africa and French Equatorial Africa. Her economic 
advantages are therefore enhanced by her strategic value, 
especially since N.A.T.O. strategists consider the area of the 
Gulf of Guinea to be an indispensable base for troops in the 
event of a new world war. 


29. Even allowing for the direct interests of the imperialists 
in the Kamerun, all these reasons are not sufficient justifica- 
tion for their opposition, for which the American leaders are 
particularly responsible. As members of U.N. missions to 
the Kamerun, they always made sure that the Reports con- 
cealed and falsified both the true situation in the Kamerun 
and the strength of the -ational movement. They have al- 
ways voted against the U.P.C. Without their help the French 
imperialists could never have been so successful in the United 
Nations. It is, therefore, thanks to the American leaders 
that on March 13th, 1959, a majority of U.N. delegates agreed 


10 


— 7 Sa 


to vote in favour of the French Government’s proposal to 
declare independence of the Kamerun on January Ist, 1960, 
without first re-establishing uormal political life by holding 
completely democratic elections. 


30. ‘That decision finally closed the door to any possibility 
of working through the United Nations. Since then the 
U.P.C., has nevertheless made a supreme effort to achieve a 
peaceful and democratic solution to the problem of the 
Kamerun. In August, 1959, the Independent States of Africa 
held an important conference in Monrovia—the capital of 
Liberia. They offered their good offices for the solution of 
the problem of the Kamerun, and proposed a round table 
conference to bring all the parties together. Not only did 
the U.P.C. accept these proposals, but it also suggested that 
the conference should start immediately in Monrovia, under 
the aegis of President Tubman himself and, of course, with 
a programme aimed at African independence and unity. 
Ahidjo saw fit to reject brusquely any proposals, claiming 
that ‘‘ the office of the Prime Minister in Yaoundé is always 
open to every Kamerunian ”’. 


31. Certain individuals who still claim to be militant anti- 
colonialist were prepared to consider this statement of M. 
Ahidjo as being an invitation to negotiation and national re- 
conciliation. This is clearly a false interpretation. For who, 
in all sincerity, could ask a man or an organisation to go 
without arms and negotiate with an adversary who surrounds 
himself with enemy guns and tanks? It is quite obvious 
that the withdrawal of foreign troops is the first prerequisite 
for the re-establishment of normal political life in the Ka- 
merun. One could not honestly expect the U.P.C. to lay 
down its arms first. For the people of the Kamerun are now 
engaged in the legitimate defence of their country against 
the foreign aggressors—the Franco-American imperialists. 


32. The re-establishment of normal political life also de- 
mands the repeal of all Fascist laws and decrees in addition 
to a complete and unconditional amnesty. For not only has 
M. Ahidjo outlawed the U.P.C., but his puppet government 
has adopted reactionary Fascist laws: the suppression of all 
organisations and publications hostile to the regime, and the 
establishment of a curfew and a state of emergency through- 
out more than half the country. Special criminal courts have 
been set up which pass death sentences without permitting 
the accused either defence or right of appeal. 
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33. Since it is a case of negotiation and reconciliation with 
organisations, it is clear that these organisatons must first be 
recognised, otherwise their members will immediately find 
themselves arrested and imprisoned for the ‘ reconstitution 
of dissolved bodies’. All militants must also be offered an 
amnesty if they are not to be detained or even executed. 


34. Who can take the necessary steps for the re-establish- 
ment of normal political life in the Kamerun, the U.P.C. or 
the ‘‘Government”? The “Government” of course. 
Against their will the U.P.C. leaders and militants have been 
forced underground, sentenced, exiled or deported. Apart 
from this, the U.P.C. is irreconciliably opposed to the pre- 
sence of foreign bases and troops on African soil. 


35. The reasons for this opposition are as follows: first, 
foreign bases are a constant threat to the freedom of the 
people, since they are, or can be, used against the people of 
the country where they are stationed, or even against other 
peoples. The French troops stationed in Tunisia are a typi- 
cal example of this; attacking either Tunisians in their vil- 
lages, such as Sakiet Sidi Youssef, or their brothers in 
Algeria. There is no need to point out that the French bases 
in the Kamerun can be used today against the Kamerunian 
people and tomorrow against our brothers in Chad, or the 
Central African Republic. 


36. Furthermore, bases and military agreements always lead 
to am arms race; every country finds it necessary to spend a 
great part of its resources on military equipment for defence. 
In addition to this, the arms race is a great threat to peace. 
To overcome their economic handicap, African countries in 
particular need peace and the resources which the end of 
the arms race would make available. 


An African government concerned with the well-being of 
the masses of the people must, therefore, like the U-P.C., 
fight for immediate, world-wide and complete disarmament. 


37. Withdrawal of foreign troops, complete and uncond- 
tional amnesty, re-establishment of all civil liberties and es- 
pecially the re-instatement of banned organisations*—these 
* Three weeks after the publication of this brochure on the 25th February, 
1960, the Yaoundé puppets, under the strain of pressure from the peoples 


of Africa, Asia and elsewhere, put these organisations on a “legal” foot- 
ing, but without re-establishing civil liberties. 
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are the prerequisite conditions for restoring normal life in 


the Kamerun and they can only be put into effect by the 
** Government ’”’. 


The “ Government” at Yaoundé must bring about these 
conditions, not only to demonstrate its concern for the well- 
being of the people, but also as proof that it really is inde- 
pendent. The U.P.C. was banned by the colonial authorities, 
who in any event were not entitled to do this, and the fact 
that this ban has not now been lifted proves that in spite of 
the declaration of independence, the Kamerun still remains 
acolony. And the use of foreign troops to protect a Govern- 
ment against its own people shows that that Government 
does not have popular support and can only maintain its 
position with outside help. The German newspaper Die Welt 
made this point when it stated ““M. Ahidjo enforces his 
authority with foreign bayonets ”’. 


38. The “governors” in Yaoundé are quite conversant 
with these arguments. If they ignore them, it is because they 
support neo-colonialism. For personal gain, the puppets in 
Yaoundé are willing to allow our people to be exploited By 
the colonialists. They accept the continued massacre of our 
children, wives, relatives and friends by the American im- 
perialists. This imperialist aggression only serves to intensify 
the determination of the Kamerunian people to free them- 
selves by any possible means, including armed combat. For 
any oppressed people that does not learn the use of arms and 
is not willing to use them, deserves slavery. 
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II. HEROIC STRUGGLE OF THE KAMERUNIAN 
PEOPLE AGAINST NEO-COLONIALISM 


A. Some Aspects of Neo-Colonialism in the Kamerun 


39. The Kamerun presents all the characteristics of the type 
of neo-colonialism we described in paragraph 5. First, the 
leaders are not representative. This we have already seen. 
Everybody acknowledges this fact, since the London Observer 
states, ‘‘ The Government to whom the French are transfer- 
ring power comprise the conservative elements, many of 
whom vigorously opposed independence in the past.” 


40. The tiny minority among them who did not previously 
Oppose independence is mainly made up of a handful of 
traitors led by M. Mayi Matip. 


The treachery of M. Mayi Matip is now widely recognised 
and there is, therefore, no need to elaborate further on it. 
It is, however, important to note that Mayi Matip has never 
been an elected Leader of the U.P.C. He was simply an 
administrative officer, who had been appointed—and could 
therefore be dismissed—by the Bureau of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the U.P.C. By co-operating with the French au- 
thorities, he committed a serious breach of discipline. In 
every army only the High Command is entitled to order a 
withdrawal or surrender. But M. Mayi Matip did not even 
consult the Leaders of the U.P.C. who alone are entitled to 
order the army to lay down its arms. 


41. How could Mayi Matip be expected to obey the Leaders 
when his intention was to take their place? And now, with 
the blood of our Secretary General on his hands, he has 
given himself the title of Mpodol (Um Nyobe) the Second. 


Matip resorts to all possible means to achieve power, even 
those most obviously detrimental to national unity. Matip 
openly advocates tribalism which has been long condemned 
by the U.P.C., in particular by Um Nyobe, whose disciple 
he claims to be. 


14 


42. Any renegade opportunist so hungry for personal power 
naturally becomes a close collaborator of the murderers of 
our people. Although the U.P.C. has always condemned 
partial elections as a means of solving the Kamerunian crisis 
and, in spite of the fact that M. Matip himself condemned 
this method in the United Nations, he nevertheless took part 
in those held in April, 1959. All organisations and publica- 
tions hostile to the regime have been completely prohibited, 
but Mayi Matip was able to launch a new “ party” and a 
newspaper. What is more, this newspaper is printed by the 
eae reactionary colons in the Kamerun — the Coulouma 
Tess. 


43. Mayi Matip and his accomplices have for a long while 
condemned violence, whereas the people consider it to be 
the only way to achieve real and total freedom. 


These few facts are conclusive evidence that not only is 
Mayi Matip devoured by the desire to achieve power, but 
that he has quite consciously become an agent of imperialism, 
to which he is willing to sacrifice the people of the Kamerun. 
But the people are determined to liberate themselves imme- 
diately from Kamerunian neo-colonialism. 


44. This is why the resistance movement has regained in 
strength, even in Sanaga Maritime which was always consi- 
dered to be the stronghold of Mayi Matip. Since January 
7th, 1960, the National Liberation Army has attacked and 
sacked the Catholic mission and hospital in Ngambé, the 
missions in Boumnyebel, Logbikoy, etc., and since that same 
date, the national flag of the U.P.C., a black crab on a red 
background, has flown over Ngambé and many other places 
from which our army has driven the so-called “* pacification ” 
forces. 


These exploits show that both the Assembly and the 
““ Government ”’ which declared “‘ independence” are not in 
touch with the people at all; they are mere tools at the service 
of imperialist oppression and domination. 


45. A further aspect of neo-colonialism is clearly shown by 
the fact that before independence, the French imperialists 
imposed slavish agreements on the “Government” of the 
Kamerun. It is quite obvious that any agreement between a 
slave and his master cannot be considered either valid or 
effective. The same can be said of contracts between minors 
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and their guardians. Contracts are sometimes made with 
minors for the sole purpose of deriving one-sided benefits. 
This is exactly what happened between the French Govern- 
ment and Ahidjo in the agreements of December 25th, 1959. 


46. As a result of these agreements, higher education is still 
under French control, the Kamerun is diplomatically repre- 
sented by France in almost all countries, etc. 


47. In the realm of economics, as stated by the Parisian 
journal C’est-a-dire (issue of May 22nd, 1959), the Kamerun 
1s tied to France by financial agreements which remain opera- 
tive until 1985. Since popular pressure and world public 
Opinion prevented our country from being directly brought 
into the *‘ Franco-African Community,”’ the French imperial- 
ists have overcome this obstacle by making the Kamerun part 
of the European Common Market. It is well known that 
African membership of that institution is vigorously opposed 
both by the Independent African States and by the United 
Nations itself. 


48. Only advocates of neo-colonialism claim that the Com- 
mon Market will be of any benefit to African countries. 


They say, for example, that we will find better prices for 
our produce within the European Economic Community. 
This is not true. To begin with, the Common Market Treaty 
states that many products of great importance to us will co'i 
tinue, as previously, to be sold without any advantage to the 
producers themselves. Among these products are cocoa and 
oils. As is well known, cocoa is the very means of subsis- 
tence for about 500,000 Kamerunians, and provides 75°, 
of their income, cocoa makes up 50% of total exports and 
33°% of the State budget. Oils, for their part, (groundnuts, 
palm oils, etc.) provide 12%, of total exports. Thus, the 
producers of cocoa and oils have nothing to gain from the 
Common Market. 


49. The European countries of the Common Market have 
agreed to make certain concessions to African producers for 
other products. But these are mere empty promises. For 
these countries are still being supplied from outside Africa. 
West Germany, for example, consumes 300,000 tons of bana- 
nas, only 1,000 of which come from the so-called overseas 
territories. But the Kamerun alone produces 85,000 tons of 
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bananas. What advantage can African producers derive 
from trading with West Germany ? 


50. In any event, it is common knowledge that the producer 
only gets a very small part of the price of his product. For 
example, if one takes the standard price for one kilo as 100 
francs in France, the African grower would get 65 francs for 
coffee, 44 francs for palm oil and 40 francs for cocoa. So 
that even if the European countries of the Common Market 
buy a little more of our coffee, cocoa, bananas and so forth, 
the African planters will have nothing to gain under neo- 
colonial governments such as the one in Yaoundé. 


51. On the other hand, our peasants, workers and all the 
working population will continue to pay very high prices for 
products from the Common Market, and especially from 
France. The French leaders themselves admit that the trade 
we do with their capitalists gives them at least 3% of our 
national income free, since we are forced to sell our produce 
cheaply and we buy theirs at prices much higher than world 
prices. 


52. In the event, a neo-colonialist government like the one 
in the Kamerun is incapable of promoting trade that would 
be fully advantageous to all workers; first of all, her external 
economic policies are still being made by foreigners and, 
secondly, the Government needs money from foreign mono- 
polies to finance the tribunals, the army and the police for 
use in fighting patriots. M. Ahidjo in particular finds him- 
self in this position, because with a budget of 11,000 million 
francs, he is short of 6,000 million ! 


53. The neo-colonialists and their agents sometimes claim 
that joining the Common Market will help in industrialising 
our country. This too is another lie. The sum envisaged by 
the Common Market for the industrialisation of Africa is 
minimal; about 200,000 million francs for all the overseas 
territories. Whereas for the same period, the sum required 
for the ‘“‘ overseas territories of France alone,” including 
Algeria, is 155,000 million francs. The only reason for this 
is that they intend to maintain the enormous differences in 
French and African living standards. 


54. The finishing touch to all this is that the authorities in 
our country will not be entitled to use this meagre sum as 
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they think fit. This will be the task of a European Commis- 
sion which will finance projects of its own choosing. No need 
to point out that foreign capitalists have always been opposed 
to the industrialisation of under-developed countries. After 
one century of their presence in Africa, no African country 
is yet able to manufacture the tractors and other machines 
needed by our workers. The aluminium produced in Edéa, 
for example, can not even be made into sheet metal, kitchen 
utensils, etc. It has to be converted in Europe in order to 
be brought back and sold more expensively to Africans. 


55. This example is conclusive proof that no country can 
industrialise under a neo-colonial government, since it con- 
tinues to be flooded with manufactured goods from abroad. 
Due to the Common Market, M. Ahidjo and his accomplices 
cannot charge more duty for ‘‘ European” goods than for 
French goods. And we have already seen that we lose a 
great deal in our transactions with French capitalists (see 
paragraph 51 above). 


56. Finally, it is quite apparent that our association with 
the European Common Market will not benefit our workers, 
peasants, merchants, or indeed, any of our working popula- 
tion. On the contrary, it would make it possible for other 
imperialists to join forces with the French. imperialists to 
dominate and exploit us even more. This can already be 
seen in that fact that German imperialists lave decided to 
finance the construction of the Douala port and the extension 
of the Yaoundé railway to the north. Why have they chosen 
these particular projects ? Only because these projects, once 
achieved, will facilitate and increase : — 


(a) The shipping of our resources to the ports of Europe 
and North America. 


(b) The movement of foreign troops throughout the 
Kamerun and Equatorial Africa. 


(c) The manoeuvrability of the troops required by the 
imperialists for the massacre of patriots. 


57. For it is no secret that the neo-colonial government in 
Yaoundé has made binding military agreements with France. 
Le Monde of December 27th, 1959, wrote in the following 
terms of the agreements of December 25th, 1959, between M. 
Ahidjo and the French Government : “. . . these, finally, are 
without a doubt the most important aspect of the agreements; 
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military agreements were made concerning the stationing of 
French troops in Kamerunian territory. They also allow for 
the possibility of French troops travelling through the terri- 
tory. This is of vital importance, considering the strategic 
position of the Kamerun which forms a real geographical 
link between the old French West Africa and French Equa- 
torial Africa. 


58. Figaro on January 22nd last, informs us that M. Ahidjo 
has just confirmed his official request to France for military 
aid. In telling his readers of this event, M. Philippe Noury 
writes that, ‘‘M. Ahidjo, Prime Minister of the Kamerun, 
confirmed yesterday to the special correspondent of the New 
York Times in Yaoundé that he had made an official demand 
to France for military aid to re-establish order in the troubled 
areas ... The aggravation of the situation, he explained, re- 
quires immediate action and the forces demanded might ‘be 
in the region of about two full battalions.” 


59. On January 12th last, this same newspaper pointed out 
that many aeroplanes from Pointe-Noire, Bangui and Brazza- 
ville had landed troops in Douala. Apart from this semi- 
official source, there are many other reports to the effect that 
in spite of independence, the number of French troops in the 
Kamerun is steadily increasing. These troops have just been 
put under the command of General Briand, an officer in the 
N.A.T.O. forces, who is notorious for his acts of genocide in 
Algeria. Figaro of January 22nd, 1960, further informs us 
that : ‘‘ This verifies the report we gave at the beginning of 
January when General Briand was given a high military post 
of command in Yaoundé arid M. Djoumessi was made dele- 
gate Minister to the Kamerunian Government in Dschang. 
These assignments took place after M. Ahidjo’s visit to Paris 
and after the fact-finding mission of an important military 
personage attached to General de Gaulle’s Cabinet in the 
Bamiléké region.” 


60. It is therefore quite apparent that behind the straw men 
of the territory, the French imperialists are still in complete 
control of the Kamerun, in spite of independence. Some 
people are willing to believe that this is essentially a period of 
transition. M. Ahidjo himself took the trouble of correcting 
the misapprehensions of such optimists when he told Le 
Monde that, ‘“‘I am convinced that after the elections next 
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A pril, if all goes well, the Kamerun’s relations with France 
will become even closer ’’!! 


61. In order to tighten the chains around the brave Ka- 
merunian people, M. Ahidjo and his accomplices naturally 
decided to avail themselves of all the appropriate methods. 
Thus, the draft constitution drawn up by his masters on 
behalf of our country, prohibits anybody who has been given 
a prison sentence for political offences during the colonial 
regime from taking any part in public life. Now, at least 
10,000 patriots are still languishing in the death-prisons of 
the Kamerun, 15,000 others have sought refuge abroad and 
the movements which led the heroic struggle of the people 
have been dissolved by a law which should only apply to 
French colonies. Regarding the elections themselves, we 
give here an extract from a Paris journal, Tribune des Na- 
tions (January Ist, 1960), ‘‘ In fact these coming elections will 
be held within the framework of the new independence; they 
will be organised through the concerted action of the French 
Administration and the Government. This leads one to be- 
lieve that the results of the elections will offer no great sur- 
prises. Some observers see in these elections evidence of a 
kind of deal being made between the French and Kamerunian 
Governments, whereby the former offer material strength to 
maintain the shaky position of the latter who, in turn, give 
moral and diplomatic guarantees to (French) concerns out 
there.” 


62. How can a people be expected to sit quietly by in the 
face of such blatant and aggressive neo-colonialism ? The 
fact that the imperialists are still dominating and exploiting 
us, in spite of independence, and the fact that they do not 
even openly dare declare war on us are the two factors which 
have really determined the nature and aims of the present 
strugele of the Kamerunian people. This struggle is, and has 
to be, a revolutionary war for national liberation. 


B. Nature of the Present Struggle 


63. The struggle of the Kamerunian people for real indepen- 
dence and national unity is absolutely legitimate. Nobody 
can deny this. In fact, the various conferences of Afro-Asian 
peoples and Governments in Bandung, Cairo, Accra, Mon- 
rovia and Tunis all consider colonialism and neo-colonialism 
to be evils which must be abolished as soon as possible. The 
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Charter of the United Nations itself recognises the right of 
every people to self-determination and their right to defend 
themselves against all aggression. The Preamble of the De- 
claration of Human Rights proclaims the necessity of resist- 
Ing Oppression . . . and even the imperialists have signed the 
Declaration of Human Rights. They must therefore plead 
guilty to having committed aggression against the Kameru- 
nian people. 


64. After all their fruitless attempts to achieve a peaceful 
and democratic settlement, the patriots in the Kamerun were 
forced to resort to arms. A real war of colonial reconquest is 
taking place in this country today, as already shown by the 
fact that General Briand has been picked to command the 
ever-increasing numbers of French troops. 


65. Many observers, French and others, have also borne 
witness to the fact that the war is being intensified, to the 
advantage, however, of the National Liberation Army, which 
is being led by the U.P.C. We would like here to quote from 
a number of these reports. 


In the article we have already quoted, Die Welt states, ‘‘In 
the North-West of the country, the Bamiléké region, villages 
are burning, policemen do not dare venture into the streets and 
the army moves from one area to another only in heavily 
armed columns.” Figaro of January 11th gives the following 
account, “‘Dschang, the main town in the Bamiléké region, is 
today in a state of open rebellion and is almost surrounded 
by the guerilla forces of the U.P.C. The roads are cut nearly 
every day and it is impossible—without risking certain am- 
bush—to venture on them without a military escort. Un- 
happily, this Bamiléké guerilla force controls almost the entire 
population of 500,000 inhabitants. Last Sunday, by cutting 
off 20 kilometres of a road, the rebels proved their ability to 
mobilise 100,000 people in a single night to carry out this 
work.” In confirmation of these reports, other colonialist 
newspapers such as Combat, Le Monde and West Africa re- 
port the irresistible advance of the guerrilla forces in the 
whole of that part of the country, which contains about two- 
thirds of the population and supplies 85% of total exports. 


One has only to read what the press has to say on the 
Kamerun’s Independence celebrations to realise once more 
the strength of our National Liberation Movement and the 


influence it has with the masses. 
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66. La Croix in its issue of the 4th January, 1960, writes 
the following: ‘“‘ Situation confused in the Kamerun, where 
the independence celebrations began on Friday in a climate 
made up equally of tension and gloom. In the course of 
Thursday night, which should have been a night of celebra- 
tions, the streets of thetown of Douala were practically de- 
serted except for patrols of helmeted militia. Contrary to 
expectations it was a tiny group who saw the French flag 
ceremonially lowered at Government House to be replaced by 
the flag of Kamerun.” 


67. On the Sth January, 1960, Le Monde, for its part, wrote. 
amongst other things : ‘‘ At the last moment the Government 
had cancelled the sounding of sirens and the torch-light re- 
treat arranged for midnight for fear of provoking unrest and 
public disorder.’ Still more explicitly, Le Monde in the 
same issue published an article entitled ‘‘ Climate of 
apprehension in the Kamerun’. A significant passage says: 

“No capital can ever have appeared so tragically empty as 
Yaoundé at the most exciting moment of the Nation’s history. 
The population of Yaoundé hardly had the heart to celebrate 
an independence which had been inaugurated in such drama- 
tic circumstances.. As soon as night fell, the population 
abandoned the streets of Yaoundé and Douala, obviously 
afraid of fresh outbreaks of violence. It is therefore not sur- 
prising that the people did not turn out for joyful celebrations 
like those which accompanied, for example, Ghana’s indepen- 
dence in March, 1957. While the evening party given by the 
President of the Assembly was in process, it was learnt that 
first three, then five, then six persons had been killed in the 
town. The atmosphere in the banqueting hall, therefore, re- 
mained sinister up to the historic moment of the Kamerun’s 
accession to independence, while in the gardens, sentries 
mounted guard only two yards away from the diners, scan- 
ning the approaches to the building, and the leading figures 
of Yaoundé reassured the guests by showing them the revol- 
vers which all prudent people have carried ever since the out- 
rages which took place in July.” 

Our army has no longer been operating only in the fertile 
crescent, extending from Dschang to Ebolowa by way of 
N’Kongsamba, Douala, Bafia, Yaoundé and Sangmélima, but 
even in the North through Bertoua, Kaélé, Pitoa, N’Gaoun- 
déré and Maroua. These operations have taken on a national 
character. 
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More explicitly still Le Figaro, in its issue of the 21st Janu- 
ary, 1960, writes 


“In the West of the Kamerun—tracks cut, huts burnt, 
fields untended—500,000 Bamiléké live under the law of the 
rebellion. 


68. In the militia captain’s office, a poster covered in 
photos fixed to the wall with four drawing pins set me 
musing. 

It offered a large reward ‘to anyone who brings in, 
dead or alive’ the individuals named below : 

Paul Momo, 700,000 francs. 

Martin Singap, 700,000 francs, etc. 


A dozen other names followed, each one with a price 
descending in order of magnitude. 


It was, in fact, nothing more than the famous 
‘ Wanted ’ notices of the Westerns. 

But the Bamiléké country is not the glorious old Ameri- 
can West and the bands led by Paul Momo and Martin 
Singap, although they do cut roads, mount ambushes 
and hold farmers to ransom, claim to be something dif- 
ferent from highway robbers. 


Various type-written tracts with the heading of the 
Army of Liberation of the Kamerun and signed by this 
same Momo were lying about on the table. 


One was addressed to Europeans in the Kamerun: 
‘ You have been told to clear out. Don’t worry! We 
know how to make you! ’ 


69. Another, already several weeks old, promised—with 
what dreadful pathos — war to the hitter end on the 
government of Ahidjo-Franco (sic), ‘ If general elections 
are not held in the country before independence, if the 
U.P.C, is not recognised at once, if an unconditional 
amnesty is not proclaimed without delay, if...’ 


On another wall, ‘ Ahidjo-Franco’’ was there in 
marble in the middle of a proclamation on a tricolour 
background—green, red and yellow, the national colours 
—which stated in so many words that the general am- 
nesty would be extended to the whole country if the dis- 
turbances ceased between then and the 1st December. 
This was also an old poster. The disturbances have not 
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ceased. Paul Momo, Martin Singap, Singan Tatan ana 
all the others continue their guerilla activities and add 
to their record of pillage and assassination. 


70. ‘ Guerilla’ is not perhaps quite the right word to 
use in a country where, apart from a few areas loyal to 
the government such as Dschang, Bafoussan and various 
smail centres, the rebels make their own laws to such ef- 
fect that out of the 500,000 inhabitants of this incredibly 
prolific region, 400,000, at the lowest estimate, evade all 
control and openly render active assistance to the rebels. 


I arrived at Dschang by plane, first because it is the 
only way to get there if one has not a military escort at 
one’s disposal, and secondly because I had been told that 
to fly over the region at a low altitude was a very enlight- 
ening experience. 


THE ‘ CHINESE” OR ‘ AUVERGNATS’” OF AFRICA 


71. I had not been misinformed, While | was making 
this flight I realised that those able merchants and care- 
ful farmers, the Bamilékés, are the ‘ Chinese’ or the 
* Auvergnats’ of Africa; their country, on the other 
hand, is a fairly mountainous Kabylie which has no real 
villages because, with its huts strung out every hundred 
yards, it is in fact one tremendous village. 


A good many of these egg-shaped thatched huts had 
been burnt and some of them were still smoking under 
the wings of our ‘bush hopper’. Tall grass was en- 
croaching on fields which had once been carefully 
tended. It was obvious that this year there would be no 
trade in coffee and no harvest from the tobacco or even 
from the fisheries. 


‘If this goes on,’ an agricultural engineer confided in 
me later, ‘ the whole region will be reduced to famine, 
and that certainly won't help the political situation.” 


2. But judging by the rotten state of the country, could 
things get any worse than they are at present? The red 
tracks which wind among the banana plantations are al- 
most all cut by deep trenches, and, sometimes, as if to 
emphasise that here administrative authority is a dead 
letter, Bamiléké women can be seen sowing macaho and 
building huts there. One of these was blocking a secon. 
dary road only five kilometres from Dschang. A rebel 
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outpost was very comfortably installed there, in the 
shade of the red flag bearing the gold crab of the U.P.C. 
No one dreams of removing them, Is this due to the iner- 
tia of the authorities, or the incompetence of the forces 
of law and order? Neither, It is due quite simply to the 
impossibility, with the small number of soldiers at pre- 
sent available, of undertaking even the smallest opera- 
tion against the guerillas, 


STRICTLY LIMITED MISSION 


73. In the little town of Dschang, once the ‘ weather 
station’ of the Cameroun, where | have just arrived, 
there are fifty militia and about two hundred French 
army men whose mission is strictly limited to the pro- 
tection of European civilians and the safeguarding of key 
points. There are not enough militia to gfve chase to the 
rebels, and the soldiers are not there for that reason. 


74. In the last resort, should it become vitally necessary 
to clear a road or a nearby village, the only effective me- 
thod is to employ one of the various self-defence groups 
—not always reliable—which are hastily mustered and 
armed, One finishes with the following equation if 
things turn out well :— 
‘50 villagers + 2 militia to support the villagers + 1 

section of colonial infantry to support the militia — 0.’ 


75. It can therefore be wellimagined that the Cameroun- 
ian Government, now that its sovereignty is established, 
would like to see the only troops on which it can count 
(unfortunately ‘ foreign’) intervene as effectively as 
possible until such time as its own national army is 
formed. But even if the five French companies on garri- 
son duty in the Bamiléké country had their hands free, it 
is more than probable that they would not so easily be 
able to stamp out these inaccessible guerillas, who al- 
ready number thousands of men, fanatics intoxicated by 
their successes, especially since they enjoy the support of 
four-fifths of the population.” 


C. Consequences of the War in the Kamerun 


As the above extract from Le Figaro plainly shows, the 
consequences of the war in the Kamerun are already making 
themselves very distinctly felt in the economic-social and 
political spheres. 
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76. As many other observers have done, Le Figaro’s corres- 
pondent emphasizes the economic paralysis which has grip- 
ped the West of the Kamerun. Now the Bamiléké and 
Mungo regions contain more than 20% of the population 
and supply about 40°% of the goods which the country must 
export to live. This same paralysis has already attacked, 
although to a lesser extent, all those regions in which the 
*‘ authorities’? have just decided to continue the state of 
emergency: Wouri, Mbam, Nyong and Sanaga, Dja and 
Lobo, Ntem and Kribi, in fact, that part of the country, the 
“* fertile crescent,” which is most important by virtue of its 
human potential and rich products. 


77. Such economic paralysis is naturally having social 
repercussions on everyday life. According to a Reuter re- 
port dated Ist January, 1960, European planters feel that 
they are in such danger that for safety they gather every night 
in fortified houses. Reuter adds that the farmers had written 
to the President of the French Republic to ask him if they 
needed to stay in the Kamerun and if France will protect 
them. 


78. Now that their very existence is threatened, the colons 
are naturally closing down their businesses, or at least, res- 
tricting their activities, and discharging their personnel in 
large numbers. This is resulting in increasing unemployment, 
a lowering of production and an uncontrolled rise in the cost 
of living. 


79. In the political sphere, the firm determination of the 
Kamerunian people to achieve immediate and complete free- 
dom has begun to break the alliance between the exploiters 
and their native agents. To give only one example, the 
Chief of Police accused Europeans of complicity with our 
army, when the latter killed one of the best officers in the 
French police force: Superintendent Bepather. 


80. M. Michel Njine, the Deputy Prime Minister, who is 
also responsible for National Education and M. Daniel Ke- 
majou, President of the Legislative Assembly, have been dis- 
missed from office because they publicly disapproved of official 
policies. M. Kemajou even went so far as to demand that a 
United Nations Police Force should be sent to restore order 
and normal political life to the Kamerun. Today, even 
though he is a deputy, he is no longer allowed to set foot in 
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the capital; a special decree forbids him to leave his birth- 
place, where he is under police supervision. 


81. M. Ahidjo has set up a Constitutional Committee whose 
sole function is to give advice on the Constitution, drawn up 
for him by French imperialists, which he would like to see 
imposed on the Kamerunian people. The Committee has 42 
members, half of whom are nominated from members of the 
puppet Assembly and half by the self-styled government. 
Roughly half these members have since resigned or even re- 
fused to take their seats. This is especially the case with the 
representatives of the working class, the clergy, and those 
who have been “elected” from regions which, altogether, 
make up more than 40% of the population (Bamiléké, 
Mungo, Wouri, Nkam and Sanaga Maritime). 


82. Most of the letters of resignation were similar to that 
of Mgr. Mongo, stating that they had been consistenly 
thwarted in all their suggestions. This is evident proof that 
the Constitution was prefabricated. Public pressure brought 
about these mass resignations and abstentions thereby widen- 
ing the cracks already appearing in the facade of supporters 
for the regime. 


REPERCUSSIONS ABROAD 


83. The war in the Kamerun has, moreover, had repercus- 
sions abroad. The Ghana Times of the 22nd January, 1960, 
reported that Mr. Hammarskjéld, Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, stated: ‘‘ It is a sad thing that the Kamerun, 
the first Trusteeship Territory to gain Independence, should 
be celebrating that independence in bloodshed.” The paper 
goes on: ‘He expressed the hope that there would be a 
speedy settlement of the present disputes, for the situation is 
having serious repercussions on the whole Continent.”’ 


84. In fact, as West Africa pointed out on the 2nd January, 
1960, ‘‘Ahidjo (is) doubtful of the feasibility of achieving Afri- 
can unity, and may become the cause of much public dis- 
agreement between the African Independent nations.” 
This shows clearly that the genuine independence for 
which the Kamerunian people are fighting is in itself an in- 
dispensable prerequisite for African unity. 


85. In addition, as we have noted in paragraphs 57 et seq., 
the military bases which have been set up in the Kamerun 
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constitute a threat to the liberty and well-being of all the 
peoples of the world, without exception. 


86. Moreover, the repercussions of the Kamerunian drama 
are today making themselves felt even outside the Continent 
of Africa. According to the Catholic paper Afrique Nouvelle 
of the 15th January, 1960, Radio Vatican declared, ‘‘ Jt is 
impossible to conceal the fact that the disturbances which 
have accompanied the Kamerun accession to Independence 
have caused disquiet in many circles. This concern is felt by 
all who have followed the course of events there with sym- 
pathy from afar.” 


87. Naturally the imperialists and all reactionaries are ex- 
tremely worried when they see that, despite all their efforts to 
the contrary, the people of the Kamerun are still carrying on 
their victorious fight for freedom. Some of them have tried 
to find less offensive neo-colonialist formulas. In this way, 
because of their mutual firm determination to crush the 
ele several profound differences have arisen between 
them. 


88. The American imperialists, for instance, have been try- 
ing for a long time to get a man in power who would favour 
them. During the February-March session of the United 
Nations in 1959 they first of all put their money on M. 
Jacques Ngom. It was not long, however, before their re- 
presentatives in Yaoundé informed them that, strictly speak- 
ing, Ngom did not represent anybody in the Kamerun. They 
then tried M. Mayi Matip. This man, in fact, has the auda- 
city to represent himself as the lieutenant and successor of 
our National Hero, Ruben Um Nyobé. The American 
imperialists were banking precisely on the fact that he had 
been an Administrative Secretary of the U.P.C. and “‘ com- 
panion ”-in-arms of our Secretary General. When they at 
last understood that it is impossible to rule the Kamerun by 
ignoring or opposing the U.P.C., the Americans hit upon the 
following plan. They would send to the guerillas a man 
utterly devoted to their cause, giving him every facility, and 
even put officers at his disposal, to enable him to eliminate 
our military and‘ political leaders. In this way, it was hoped, 
our Army, deprived of its leadership, would change its policy 
while still remaining the only effective force in the Kamerun. 
In short, they were going to play the same game which they 
had brought off so well in Israel, for example. 
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89. The imperialists’ stubborn determination to fight the 
U.P.C., with all the means at their disposal, can only have 
the effect of redoubling the watchfulness of every man who 
is truly devoted to the cause of democracy, progress and 
peace. It would be a fatal error for a people to imagine that 
the imperialists could turn benevolent, or that they could 
agree to let the people govern their own affairs, in their own 
interest, without being forced to. The third fundamental 
feature of the armed liberation struggle of the Kamerunian 
people follows from this: that this struggle must also be a 
revolutionary struggle. 


D. Necessity of a Revolutionary Struggle 


90. Revolution brings about a change which affects the most 
fundamental and essential features of the old regime. It is 
usual for the revolutionary process to be extraordinarily 
rapid, while on the other hand the method of the reformist is 
to proceed, stage by stage, with a succession of small im- 
provements. 


91. In the Kamerun today the revolutionary method is 
called for, because the reformist method would give the im- 
perialists enough time to ruin the country completely and 
exterminate the population. 


92. It is obvious that if the present regime continues it will 
lead our country to economic ruination. This is primarily 
because the imperialists are steadily enforcing their plans for 
speeding-up the exploitation of Africa. Looking only, for 
example, at the Kamerun, we have seen how leaders of 
Federal Germany intend to develop means of tapping our 
resources without giving us any of the benefit (Cf. paragraphs 
5 and 6). 


93. Even when the imperialists talk about industrializing 
our countries it is to plunder. That is why, for example, 
they are using mobile installations to exploit the gas deposits 
in the Douala region. When a pocket is exhausted, they move 
the machines on somewhere else. Thus, when all the gas is 
exhausted, these same machines will be free to move on and 
_plunder our brothers in the Gabon and elsewhere. 


94. One question arises at this point. At the moment, 
French, American, British, German and other capitalists are 
taking our ‘country’s timber, oil, lime, bauxite, iron, gold, 
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diamonds and so on, all the materials, in fact, which are most 
easily worked with present-day techniques. What is more, 
this wealth, stolen from us, is used to further the economic 
progress of the imperialists. But when our soil is too ex- 
hausted to produce any more cocoa, coffee or bananas; when 
our subsoil contains no more gold or iron or tin; what will 
our country live on? What will be our basis when we at- 
tempt to make good our economic decline? Shall we be 
able to start our development with atomic or solar energy ? 
Obviously not! We must, therefore, begin this work today, 
and with all the more reason now that, according to the 
United Nations, the decline of the under-developed countries 
in every sphere becomes more marked every day. 


95. Now, in order to undertake our economic development 
properly, we must be genuinely independent. We are already 
very well aware that the imperialists cannot agree to stop 
exploiting us. In order to weaken us they are even endea- 
vouring, by dint of intrigue and superficial reforms like the 
Loi-cadre, to secure a lot of allies actually amongst us. ' 


96. The basic aim behind these “reforms” is in effect to 
allow the imperialists to gain time, and to set up amongst 
the natives a privileged class who will be permitted to share 
the spoils of colonialism and who will therefore appear as 
opponents of immediate and genuine independence. This is 
why the French colonialists have allowed the ‘* deputies and 
ministers’ of the Loi-cadre to vote themselves such enor- 
mous salaries. 


97. In the Kamerun, for example, a “deputy” draws 
200,000 community francs a month. As for “ ministers’ ” 
salaries, these are set out in the table below. 


; Deputy Secretary 
Prime | Prime _ | Minister of Deputy 
Minister | Minister State 


Monthly salary 700,000 | 600,000 | 540,000] 500,000 | 400,000 
Daily travelling 

expenses 20,000 _ 15,000 12,000 | — 
Special quarterly 

allowance ,000,000 — —_ eas _, 


How many workmen, peasants, businessmen or officials 
get in one year even half of the monthly salary of a deputy 
or a minister ? 
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98. Not only do the majority of Kamerunians exist on 
starvation wages, but the taxes which they pay swell the 
excheques of the exploiters. Just look at the cost of a re- 
venue stamp, and how many are needed to frank a quite 
ordinary letter to the town hall, the clerk of the court, a 
Minister and so on. Or look how dear everything is in the 
markets, the shops and the schools. Is it not the case that 


at_this rate the bulk of the population will soon be reduced 
to beggary ? 


99. The neo-colonial regime does not stop at pauperizing 
the majority of Kamerunians; it even threatens them with 
extermination. This is how M. Mballa Barnabé, the oldest 
member of the Legislative Assembly, described the situ- 
ation when he opened the October, 1959, session : — 


‘* How can one speak of more favourable conditions 
when a complete area of the Kamerun is subjectto a 
State of Emergency, and when not a day passes without 
official executions or killings of one sort or another ? 
Many of those who saw us set off on our holidays last 
June can take no further part in the labours we have re- 
sumed because knife, axe, bludgeon, pistol, shotgun or 
sub-machinegun have done their work and helped to 
spread bereavement, grief, insecurity and fear. The poli- 
tical climate in the Kamerun today is as unhealthy as it 
could be. Citizens no longer possess any civil liberties, 
Freedom of the press is not allowed in case the papers 
should criticise and reveal the true meaning of the Gov- 
ernment’s unpopular measures. There is no freedom of 
association. One cannot move about without a pass, 'a 
thing unknown since the days of ‘ native citizenship ’. 
One cannot go out at night without risking being 
machine-gunned , . . and under this reign of terror one 
is forced to witness dreadful scenes : pregnant African 
women being massacred when they go to the maternity 
hospital for their confinements, officials returning from 
the hospital after visiting their sick relatives, persons 
tortured and burnt by electric current and so on.”? 


Whatever happens, however, the Kamerunian people re- 
main firm. Now the French imperialists are getting ready to 
bomb certain regions, as they did in Algeria ! 
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Ii. OBJECTIVES OF THE KAMERUNIAN 
REVOLUTION 


TO ESTABLISH A NEW DEMOCRACY AND THUS TO 
FURTHER THE CAUSE OF AFRICAN UNITY 


100. To dissipate these threats and these dangers, there is 
only one way to salvation: Total Revolution! This means 
that the Kamerunian people must continue to muster all 
their available forces in order to destroy, by using every 
means at their disposal, both the colonial and the neo-colonial 
regime and set up a democracy which will also further the 
cause of African unity. 


WHAT KEEPS THE COLONIAL AND NEO-COLONIAL REGIME GOING‘ 


101. Primarily the so-called forces of law and order: the 
army, the militia, the police and the ““ Kamerunian ” Guard, 
which are led by French officers but are mainly composed of 
mercenaries from other countries in the ‘community’. 
There are four things which we must explain to the Afri- 
can troops :— 

(i) All Africans are brothers. 


(ii) There is no killing amongst brothers, only mutual 
assistance to get rid of the common enemy: im- 
perialism and colonialism. 


(iii) Men who join the Liberation Army will not be ill- 
treated or killed. Their lives will be spared, and 
they will win glory, the esteem of all the peoples of 
Africa, aud the immediate opportunity to do decent 
work, or else the chance to return to their homes. 


(iv) Our brothers must return to their homes rather than 
stay to be killed in the Kamerun and thus give French 
colonialists even more opportunitv to exploit our 
brothers, sisters, wives, relatives and our friends. 


102. In their unjust war against the Kamerunian people the 
imperialists also rely not only on the puppet government an 
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Assembly, but on a certain number of businessmen, officials, 
religious leaders and traditional chiefs as well. These are, 
of course, the enemies of the Revolution. 


103. But we are already aware that the imperialists made a 
military attack upon the independent Kamerun in order to 
take possession of our property. We must therefore destroy 


any property which might be useful to them, no matter who 
owns it. 


104. The aim of the Revolution is not only to destroy the 
old regime and all that keeps it in being, but also to set up a 
new regime. For this task of reconstruction absolutely clear 
and just principles are more than ever necessary. 


105. The most important of these principles is that the aim 
of our Revolution is to liberate the Nation, the whole people, 
that is to say, the totality of classes and sections of classes 
who are determined to wage an effective struggle against 
colonialism and imperialism in whatever guise they appear. 


The regime which our Revolution will set up must neces- 
sarily be based on the New Democracy. It must be, that is, 
a regime founded on an alliance of all genuinely anti- 
imperialist forces who are resolved to work for the develop- 
ment of our country in real independence, a regime estab- 
lished and controlled by the people and for the people. The 
primary conditions for such a regime are contained in the 
programme which the U.P.C. adopted in its Declaration of 
the 29th December, 1959. 


106. In order to call themselves really independent a people 
must, above all, secure control of all the positions of author- 
ity. It is vital that all decisions be made by the indigenous 
people and their proper representatives in political and trade 
union organisations, in the various branches of the adminis- 
tration and in all the key sectors of the economy. 


A. Political 


107. In a communiqué dated the 14th August, 1959, the 
U.P.C. Executive Committee proposed that the Franco- 
Kamerunian Government be replaced by a provisional gov- 
ernment whose task would be to work out electoral laws so 
that a Constituent Assembly might be elected at a properly 
conducted poll. This Constituent Assembly would in turn 


33 


elect a government and together they would work out a ee 
stitution to submit to the country in a referendum. This 1s the 


only possible way to restore normal political life to the 
Kamerun without bloodshed. 


108. The imperialists, however, will not permit the Franco- 
Kamerunian Government to agree to such a solution. It 
follows, therefore, that in order to destroy fascism and gain 
genuine independence the Kamerunian people have only one 
means at their disposal: the establishment of a provisional 
revolutionary government. Such a government would have 
virtually the same tasks as the coalition government proposed 


by the U.P.C. And only such a government could carry out 
these tasks consistently. 


109. Since it would derive its authority from the revolu- 
tionary activity of the people, such a government would be 
concerned to guarantee to all the revolutionary classes all 
civil liberties: the freedom of the press, the right to hold 
meetings, the freedom of association and of movement; and 
to these would be added the inviolacy of the home and free- 
dom of conscience and religion. Only elections held by such 


a government could result in the formation of an Assembly 
completely National and genuinely Constituent. 


Why is this the case? Because such a government based 


completely on popular support would see it as its duty to 
satisfy these aspirations of the people. 


110. The first aim of the Revolution, therefore, is to set up 


a revolutionary government which genuinely represents the 
Kamerunian people. 


111. The proclamation of a Revolutionary Provisional 
Government, however, calls for the preliminary overthrow 
of the neo-colonial administration and the establishment of 4 
Revolutionary administration. In each liberated zone the 
state apparatus set up by the neo-colonialists must be fe 
placed by administrative, judicial, economic and cultural 
services under the direction of patriots who have been demo- 


cratically elected by a direct and secret ballot of all men and 
women over eighteen. 


112. Always respecting the civil liberties which we 


tioned in paragraph 104, the Revolutionary administrate 
essential tasks will be to assist in the strengthening ° 
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National Army of Liberation and to make a start on the 
development of a national economy which can satisfy the 
people’s ever-increasing material and cultural needs. 


B. Cultural 


113. In the cultural sphere the main task is to overcome il- 
literacy and to extend elementary and elementary professional 
education to all, The revolutionary authorities must muster 
all those who can read and write to give evening classes to 
adults and regular courses to young people and children. 


114. The Party will give grants for study and training to all 
who successfully complete the courses of elementary and 
elementary professional education. 


115. Our education programme must take on a distinctly 
national, popular and scientific character. We must give 
pride of place to the teaching of languages, history, African 
geography and civilization, painting, African music, etc., 
modern building techniques and methods of work and the 
accumulated experience of those peoples who have preceded 
us on the road to Revolution. 


116. During the war of liberation education and culture 
must place particular emphasis on love of one’s country and 
hatred of the imperialists. We must popularize as much as 
possible those fables and stories which relate the exploits of 
all who fought or still fight against foreign invasion or occu- 
pation. Similarly we must put our national dress, national 
dishes, etc., into places of honour. 


117. The text of laws, decrees and regulations made' bv the 
revolutionary authorities must be tramslated into the principal 
language of the region and circulated. 


118. After the liberation we shall found institutes and aca- 
demies for the study of our languages, literatures and of all 
the civilizations of Africa. We shall provide museums and 
libraries to preserve our cultural wealth, and we shall en- 
courage scientific research in all these fields. 


119. Such an educational programme will develop citizens 
who are aware of our spiritual values and also of the African 
personality; people ready to die for their country, people able 
to cope with the exigencies of modern life, and capable of 
taking an active part in public life and an informed interest 
in a rational economy. 
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C. Social 


120. In the social sphere our basic principle is: From each 
according to his ability, to each according to his work ! 
This means that in the liberated zones, and, after our vic- 
tory is complete, in the country as a whole, everyone must 
work to the best of his ability; but at the same time, every- 
one will be assured of the fruits of his labour. This sacred 
rule holds good for all sections of the population regardless 
of sex, age, religion, race or social standing. 
121. It is immediately clear that the workers will be the 
first to benefit from genuine independence. To begin with, 
the Labour Code would be completely redrafted and adopted 
to the needs of workers in an independent country. 


122. Immediate and complete Africanisation of cadres will 
also be the rule in the trade unions. This means that all the 
trade union leaders must be Africans. At least 6°% of the 
leaders of employers’ federations must be democratically 
elected Africans. This percentage should increase rapidly. 
123. A weekly rest day, holidays with pay and a 40-hour 
week will be guaranteed to all. Forced labour will of course 
be immediately abolished everywhere. 


124. An agreement between the trade unions and the em- 
ployers will fix rates of pay, taking into account increases in 
productivity and the cost of living. To facilitate this the 
country will be divided into a small number of economic 
regions. . 

125. A national insurance scheme will be instituted for the: 
benefit of the workers. Money for this will come mainly 
from the employers but will be made up by the State. The 
management of the scheme, however, will be in the hands of 
the workers themselves. 


126. In order to raise the standard of living of the poorest 
paid sections of the working class (manual labourers, agricul- 
tural labourers, etc.) : — 
(a) family allowances, sickness and accident benefits will 
be raised where wages are low: 
(b) these workers will be granted special concessions with 
regard to housing, transport, credit, etc. 


127. Still in the field of social services, the U.P.C. will ope 


créches and nursery schools for the benefit of workers 
families. 
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128. 
these 


In order that workers may derive real benefit from 
services and from any others that they may think it 


necessary to introduce, the U.P.C. undertakes to guarantee : 


(a) 
(b) 


(c) 
(d) 


129, 


All the civil liberties mentioned in paragraph 104. 
All trade union liberties, including the rights to strike 
and make public appeals for funds, etc. 

Courses of general and professional education, free- 
of-charge. 

The establishment of commissions to settle any pos- 
sible disputes that may arise with the public authori- 
ties on which the workers and the authorities will 
have an equal number of representatives. 


The workers of every enterprise will elect the most re- 


volutionary among them to serve on Committees which will 
run the enterprise in collaboration with representatives of the 


State. 


They will share in the benefits produced by their enterprise, 
and the State will build them housing estates as befits their 
sacrifices for the Revolution. 


130. 

will 
(a) 
(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


131. 
(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


To aid the peasants of each liberated zone, the U.P.C. 


cancel all previous debts imposed by _ counter- 
revolutionary elements; 


prohibit usurious loans and set up a system of popular 
credit within the means of all workers; 

prohibit the exactions of tithes of money or goods 
from the peasantry by the feudal lords (traditional 
chiefs, missionaries, etc.); 


put through agrarian reforms and encourage agricul- 
tural co-operation, which we shall be discussing later. 


To aid cattle farmers, the U.P.C. undertakes to 
increase the number of wells and watering-places for 
cattle; 


develop artificial fodders, both vegetable and animal 
(the most productive), and provide slaughter-houses 
and facilities for preserving and transporting meat 
and other produce. 


put by-products (skins, bones, etc.) to use. 
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132. To hetp those engaged in the fisheries, the U.P.C. will 
permit the designation and proper conservation of fishery 
areas, and will supply at a reasonable price the necessary 
equipment for fishing and improving the breed. 


133. Craftsmen and industrial workers will benefit 


(a) from measures to safeguard their products against 
~ foreign competition and to ensure a steady flow of 
raw materials; 


(b) from loans and orders placed by the State to stimulate 
production. 


134. No matter whether they are agricultural workers, fish- 
ery workers, cattle farmers, craftsmen or industrial workers, 
all producers will 


(a) be entitled to form commissions composed equally of 
their representatives and those of the State to fix the 
prices of their products in the interests of the whole 
of society; 


(b) be guaranteed a market for their products by the State 
at home and abroad. 


135. Business men and carriers will have their businesses 
protected against foreign capitalist competition and encour- 
aged by various forms of State aid (loans, the supply of 
materials on favourable terms, -etc.). 


136. Officials and office workers will be freed from the 
domination or the supervision of colonial administrators. 
Promotion to the top of each profession will be open to all 
unconditionally. 

137. Members of the liberal professions (doctors, lawyers, 
etc.) will find that they have unlimited scope for their activi- 
ties under our regime, because our respect for all the civil 
liberties, and the constant rise in the cultural and material 
standards of the popular masses will create an infinitely 
more interesting clientele than was the case under the neo- 
colonial regime. 

138. All who do their work well will gain social distinctions 
and be hailed in the press, on the radio, in films and on tele- 
vision as heroes of the Nation. 


139. The customary chiefs will also find a place in our free 
society. So if they accept the workings of democracy and 
the emancipation of the peasants they will be given opportu- 
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nities to work for the new regime (especially in the legal and 
cultural spheres, etc.). 

If those whom they used to rule find them worthy, they 
will naturally be allowed to stand for any office, and to re- 
ceive every social distinction of honour: statues, national 
holidays, towns and streets named after them, etc. 


140. Finally, religious leaders will find that it is only under 
the new democracy that they can carry out their functions. 
The State will guarantee freedom of religion. This means 
that it will assist religious believers and their ministers to 

(a) build their churches, temples or mosques; 

(b) translate their sacred texts into the vernacular; 

(c) make pilgrimages to their holy places: Mecca, Jeru- 

salem, Rome; 


(d) endow their schools and provide for the needs of 
their ministers. 


141. The women of the Kamerun will at last enjoy a genu- 
ine equality with men *— 

(a) female education will be rapidly developed; 

(b) all political, administrative, legal, artistic, scientific, 
and even military careers will be open to women on 
a footing of equality with men; 

(c) maternity leave, créches, nursery schools and canteens 
will give a great measure of freedom to wives and 
mothers; 

(d) after each region is liberated, an intensive programme 
must be organised there to re-establish the dignity of 
women, especially by a campaign against the dowry 
system, prostitution and all the other means of keep- 
ing women in subjection. 


.42. Children and young people will also receive special 
attention : — 
(a) special institutions (educational, legal, etc.) will deal 
with juvenile delinquency; 
(b) Elementary and elementary professional education 
will be available for all children aged 6 to 14 years. 
It will be compulsory and free; 
(c) Grants for secondary and technical education will be 
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awarded to children who will benefit from them ac- 
cording to their aptitudes and the requirements of 
the Revolution, but without regard for the political, 
religious or philosophical opinions or activities of the 
candidates. 


143. School children and students will have the benefit of 
university settlements and restaurants, modern laboratories 
and vacation camps. 


On completing their studies every student will be guaran- 
teed employment in the career of their choice. 


144. Sport will be especially encouraged and held in high 
esteem. 


145. The young people will have an increasingly important 
part in the Nation’s life. The minimum voting age will be 
lowered to 18 years, and young people will play an important 
part in National Defence and economic reconstruction. 


146. Elderly people and invalids will benefit from State 
nursing homes which will make their lives pleasant and full, 
and wherever possible fit them for normal life again. 


147. Settlers, customary chiefs, ministers of religion and all 
other sections of the community will enjoy the fruits of the 
Revolution only if they have played a part in it. This is a 
truism, but one that everyone must bear in mind from now 
on. 
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D. Economic Programme 


148. (i) In order to put this cultural and social programme 
into effect, the Kamerunian worker must of course increase 
his productivity by a considerable amount, that is to say, he 
must continue to produce increasingly more while devoting 
less time and effort to his work, as a result of the ever more 
rapid mechanisation of production. 

(ii) This presupposes the adoption of an economic policy 
founded basically on four main points : — 

(a) The creation and development of new production re- 
Jationships, or, more graphically and simply, new 
relationships towards the ownership of the principal 
means of production and exchange. 

(b) The smooth, stage-by-stage development of all bran- 
ches of the economy, especially industry and agricul- 
ture. 
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(c) Scientific planning. 
(d) Economic co-operation in good faith with all the 
countries of the world. 

149. When we consider the ownership of the means of pro- 
duction and exchange, we must bear the following fact in 
mind: the only end our Revolution can have is in a New 
Democracy based on the alliance of all classes which are 
genuinely anti-colonialist and anti-imperialist, a regime which 
is therefore led not only by workers and peasants, but also by 
businessmen, industrialists, members of the liberal profes- 
sions, etc. 
150. Consequently, the aim of our Revolution is not to op- 
pose capitalism, but imperialism and its allies, as laid down 
in 101 et seq. 
151. As for capitalism, our job must be to control it, to use 
it, and to transform it, in such a way that, instead of being an 
insurmountable obstacle, it contributes to the rapid and un- 
interrupted development of an economy of collective well- 
being. 
152. We must control private capitalism, mainly by setting 
up a public sector of the economy. This sector must become 
the driving force of all economic development. In order to 
bring this about, it must be extended by stages to all the 
key-points of the economy: Banking, long-distance trans- 
port, major industries, etc. 

The pattern of extension of the public sector will depend 
on contracts made between us and capitalist organisations, 
but principally on the political attitude of those who own the 
means of production and exchange: the possessions of those 
who support the Revolution will not be nationalised, but pro- 
tected and developed. 

153. We must utilise private capitalism by entrusting to it 
economic tasks benefiting the State, such as production, open- 
ing up trade, etc. 

154. At the opportune moment, the U.P.C. Executive will 
present a plan for the transformation of private capitalism. 

For the moment, let us take a rather closer look at the 
control and utilisation of private capitalism. 


155. Where production, and primarily agricultural produc- 
tion, are concerned, the land must belong to those who cul- 
tivate it, that is, the peasants. Such has always been the rule 
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in our country. This law is good: we must re-establish it 
when setting about agricultural Reform. 


156. It is intolerable that certain people die of overwork— 
especially in the North and West—in order to enrich wholly 
idle landlords. It is intolerable that settlers, such as those 
at Safa in Dizangué, should own 17,000 hectare of land, and 
cultivate no more than 6,000; it is intolerable that settlers own 
more than 14,000 hectare along the length of the Northern 
railway, and cultivate no more 6,000, while at the same time 
the indigenous people possess scarcely 2 hectare each. Agri- 
cultural reform must rectify this situation by redistributing 
the land to those who effectively cultivate it. 


157. What is to be done? We must first of all confiscate 
the lands of all those who oppose the Revolution. The 
people here in question are not only the settlers and mis- 
sionaries, but also civil servants or chiefs and traditional 
elders. Confiscated land will afterwards be divided between 
the cultivators in such a way as to give each of them between 
3 and 5 hectare. 


158. When a large estate is confiscated, such as that of. 
Safa, at Dizangué, a part of it will be reserved for the State, 
as a basis for a future public sector of agriculture and 
forestry. 


159. Land, in principle free, will be given to each person 
on condition that he not only farms it, but also gives part of 
the crop to the State. The revolutionary authorities will take 
back and redistribute land which remains uncultivated at the 
end of a period still to be stipulated. 


160. The basic purpose of this agricultural reform is to 
increase the production and well-being of all. It must, for 
this reason, be accompanied by a number of other measures. 

(a) after the liberation of each region, the measures laid 
down in paragraph 135 must be put into effect for 
the peasants. 

(b) The revolutionary authorities must assist the peasants 
in the use of the best methods of sowing, the best 
tools, and the best farming and stock-breeding tech- 
niques. ‘ 

(c) The peasants whose lands have not been confiscated 
must be encouraged by our efforts to join co-opera- 
tives of their own free will: the leadership of thes¢ 
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co-operatives must be composed mainly of poor 
peasants, democratically elected from among those 
most devoted to the cause of the Revolution. 


161. The indispensable condition for success is first of all 
to convince the masses that the abolition of forced labour, 
mortgages and usurious debts, together with agricultural re- 
form and agricultural co-operation are necessary for their 
well-being. Not one of these actions must be taken before 
the masses have understood the necessity for it. It is only 
when the people have understood the necessity for such ac- 
tion that they will realise that these are the best means to 
consolidate and defend to the end the conquests of the 
Revolution. 


162. As far as commerce is concerned, our essential task 
will be to reduce as much as possible, the number of business 
men, on the one hand, and the scale of their profits, on the 
other. This will serve to lighten the burdens borne by the 
producer and consumer appreciably, and in addition, to aug- 
ment the sum passing to the State to be used for the benefit 
of all. In this respect the possessions of reactionary business 
men will of course be confiscated, and moreover, the least 
well-to-do business men will be mobilised for production in 
the capacity of small peasants, as employees in the public 
sector, etc. 


163. When we have a competent and honest person at our 
disposal, we will give him the responsibility of buying and 
selling on behalf of the State, specifically on a bulk or 
wholesale level. If such a person cannot be found, then we 
will entrust these tasks to a middle-class or even rich business 
man, provided that he is anti-colonialist. 


164. As for the principal exports, the revolutionary authori- 
ties themselves must control their flow abroad; internal trade 
only will be regulated by the principles laid down in 163. 


In other words, we must immediately set about studying 
the possibility of creating a revolutionary office for Foreign 
Trade, the aim of which will be to ensure good wages for 
the peasants while supplying other countries with goods at 
a reasonable price. 


165. All economic organisations run on behalf of the State 
must be directed by a representative of the State, assisted by 
a democratically elected Committee. This committee must 
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be made up of workers, or contain a very large majority of 
poor peasants or small tradesmen, depending on whether it 
is a question of factory management, animal husbandry, for- 
estry and agriculture, or lastly, commercial enterprises. The 
leadership must of course be selected from amongst those 
elements most loyal to the cause of the Revolution. 


166. These committees will give priority to the needs of the 
revolutionary struggle; they will also conform to the prin- 
ciples of our social and cultural policy, together with the 
economic principles underlying it. 

167. The harmonious development of the national economy 
calls for the development of all sectors of it (industry, agri- 
culture, trade, fishing, etc.) at the same time, but in varying 
degrees. These degrees will be decided according to the rate 
of our economic, scientific and technical development. 


168. For the moment, these will be the basic duties of the 
revolutionary authorities: — 


(a) To permanently guarantee work, food, enough cloth- 


ing and a place to live for all the people of the 
liberated areas; 


(b) to prepare to put our complete industrialisation pro- 
gramme into effect throughout the country. 


169. Consequently, during the following months, we must 
develop in each liberated area: — 


(a) local fisheries; 


(b) craft industries and other producing consumer goods; 


(c) wells and minor agricultural water-works for irrigat- 
ing the lands of our peasants and stock-breeders. 


(d) Small dams for the production of electricity to bring 


lighting and a telephone service to all liberated 
villages. 


170. The volume of our exports of agricultural produce will 
vary according to the possibilities of foreign trade, or OUt 
ability to have the produce processed on the spot. When our 
revolutionary administration and our ability to exploit oUF 
natural resources have been developed on a large scale, our 


development drive will be directed mainly towards heavy 
industry. 


Our country must rapidly take up, not only the production 


of raw materials, but also the manufacture of :— 
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(a) a wide range oi fuel products: petroleum, petrol, gas 
and various by-products; 

(b) machine-tools of all sorts to make other machines, 
for the development of all forms of transport, in order 
to perform all types of public works, to completely 
mechanise agriculture, etc; 

(c) extremely varied chemical products: fertilizers, phar- 
maceutical products, dyes, explosives, etc. 


171. It is clear that our immediate victory on a siational 
level will greatly assist this drive for complete indusirialisa- 
tion, because we would be able to control important indus- 
trial centres and ports such as those of Edéa and Douala, 
Bonabéri, etc. 


172. To prepare this rapid, harmonious and proportioned 
development of all branches of the economy, we must have 
recourse to a scientific planning, that is to say a planning that 
is general, democratic, and a necessity. 


173. Planning must be general, that is, it must cover all 
human activities: not only economic, but also cultural, social, 
etc. Why? Because all these activities are interwoven: if 
one of them is not planned, then it will develop in an anar- 
chistic and disjointed way; planning in other spheres would 
be jeopardized. Thus, for example, the planning of prices 
and wages must be undertaken together; otherwise the system 
of just rewards that we hope to guarantee to all will in- 
evitably break down, be it on the part of the manufacturers 
and employers, or wage-earners and fixed income groups. 


174. Planning is a necessity, that is, it must lay down exact 
periods of time for the completion of definite and obligatory 
tasks in the field of production, circulation and distribution. 
This means that planning must be based on large public and 
co-operative sectors, because without these, everyone would 
do as they liked. In that case, the economy would develop 
(if it developed at all!) very slowly, because it would be 
irrational, disjointed, and full of grave social injustices... 
this is quite apparent from the so-called planning which has 
been operated in the colonies for the past fifteen years. 


175. Finally, planning must be democratic: the directives 
worked out by the Commission for State Planning must be 
passed on to different ministries, then to regional and muni- 
cipal Plan commissions who will hand them on to the trade 
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unions, the co-operatives and enterprises. These latter or- 
ganisations will discuss them and pass them back for co- 
ordination to Planning commissions, municipalities, regions, 
ministries and the State. 

Only a plan worked out under these conditions can be 
correct and workable: — 

It takes into account everyone’s interests and potentialities. 

It arouses everyone’s enthusiasm, because, having taken 
part in its shaping, through personal interest, everyone is 
more eager to put it into practice. 


176. The U.P.C. Executive will lay down basic tasks to be 
carried out in each liberated area. For the moment, the fore- 
going indications will be enough. The most urgent thing is 
to achieve the liberation of certain regions and to set up re- 
volutionary administration in them. 


177. Finally, in order to raise their material and cultural 
standards rapidly, the Kamerunian people must develop their 
economy in sincere co-operation with all the peoples of the 
world, and most of all with the African peoples; this must 
apply in all spheres: cultural, scientific and technical, finan- 
cial, monetary, commercial, Customs and Excise, etc. 


178. An economic union with the sister countries of Africa 
would strengthen each one of its participants and assist her 
development from every point of view. Producers could 
more easily effect better conditions of sale with their partners, 
because foreign purchasers would no longer be able, for 
example, to refuse Nigerian cocoa in order to buy that of 
the Kamerun: the same with bananas, coffee, etc. On the 
contrary, by uniting together, our producers would exercise a 
decisive influence, and one advantageous to themselves,: on 
the world market. 


179. The exploitation of our resources would become easier 
and more profitable to our country. Firstly because the im- 
perialists would no longer be able to set us against each other 
by proposing conditions more advantageous to some than to 
others. 

Secondly, the common pooling of our means would enable 
each to make their efforts in the most useful way. Thus, the 
processing of Bamenda bauxite at Edéa would enrich the 
whole Kamerun, while allowing the Western Kamerun to de- 
vote to other ends the resources which would have gone to 
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the construction of an industrial organisation like that at 
Edéa. This example is valid on an all-Africa level. 


180. The co-ordination of land, air and sea transport would 
make them all more profitable. Thus, on the Douala-Chad 
Railway, the cost of transporting one ton per kilometre could 
be brought down from 8 francs to 5 francs if the line were 
to be fully employed; at the moment the Kamerunian Rail- 
ways are working at only 50% capacity. 


181. Finally, economic union would offer our manufacturers 
an appreciably larger market. 


182. None of these advantages are possible in the context 
of union with non-African economies, for one or more of the 
following reasons : — 


(a) Looked at from the aspect of geographical distance, 
and the dissimilarity of products, the benefits of union 
would hardly tend to lower the cost of transport, for 
example, or increase our bargaining power in the in- 
ternational market, etc.; 


(b) the accentuated inequality of development would de- 
finitely tend to hold Africa back, because economic 
power, and the political power which goes with it, 
the exchange structure, etc., would work basically in 
favour of the more highly-developed economies, exer- 
cising a unilateral effect on our own economies; 


(c) those in charge of non-African economies seek their 
own profit, not our economic development. For all 
these reasons the African economies would be 
held back, even though they were narrowly linked for 
decades to extra-African economies. 


183. Consequently, the policies of the genuinely independent 
Kamerun must stand within the context of African 
unity. 


Her membership of a monetary zone, her trade and cus- 
toms policy, her telecommunications and external transport 
policy, even her policies for the exploitation of natural re- 


sources, must serve to speed up and consolidate the unity of 
Africa. 


184. As a general rule, our foreign, economic relations must 
Conform to the principle of mutual interest, freely decided by 
the parties concerned. 
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185. As, moreover, the-aim of our Revolution is not against 
capitalism, foreign capitalists, and in particular, governments 
or supra-national organisations, there are great potentialities 
for co-operation with the genuinely independent Kamerun. 


186. The conquest ot genuine independence alone can bring 
about a stable regime, one which is capable of direct nego- 
tiation with no matter who, without regard for those third 
parties who never fail to exert pressure on their own behalf, 
or charge dearly for their intermediary offices. 

These are already substantial advantages which we are 
able to offer our partners from any country of the world. 


187. Moreover, we will guarantee them : — 

(a) The ownership of their enterprises for a long period, 
fixed by mutual agreement, and nationalisation with 
compensation or repurchase. 

(b) The right to send home all wages and salaries, toge- 
ther with a proportion of the profits. 

(c) The carrying out of our contracts by a people unani- 
mously and enthusiastically behind its government. 


188. Naturally enough, we do not propose such co-operation 
without specific conditions : — : 

(a) Respect for the laws and customs of the country in 
all spheres, without the slightest interferenc in our 
internal affairs. 

(b) The absence of political or military conditions. 

(c) The assignment of loans and investments to projects 
of our choice. 


189. What means do we have at our disposal to put such a 
sweeping social and economic programme into effect ? 


The neo-colonialists and their agents will pretend that, for 
want of means, such a programme is impossible to realise. 
In fact, the only necessity that we still lack is genuine Inde- 
pendence. Once we have obtained that, we will be able to 
move mountains, for the following reasons : — 


Our country has extremely abundant and varied resources. 
190. The Kamerunian worker is well and very speedily 
adaptable to modern techniques. We will quote but one 
example of this successful adaptation: the industrial works 
at Edéa, which comprises the most modern aluminium fac- 
tory of the capitalist world. We quote here the testimony of 
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experts on the subject, from Revue de I’ Aluminium, No. 246, 
‘In order to select Africans to replace Europeans,” says this 
Review, ‘a Board of specialists in psychological and psycho- 
technical methods was entrusted with the task of working out 
objective standards of selection, and advising the factory 
management on recruitment.’ The old “settlers” smiled. 
All the same, the first 120 factory workers, chosen from 
amongst dockyard labourers, servants, drivers, shop-assis- 
tants, clerks and farmers by rigorous selection methods, did 
not appear too out of place surrounded by electro-metallurgi- 
cal equipment; after six months work 87%, suitably fulfilled 
their tasks; of course, they were working as beginners, but no 
worse than Europeans would have done. Moreover, eight 
assistant-foremen have been found; they are working for the 
moment in an apprentice capacity, but in a year they will be 
ready to handle managerial responsibility on their own. 


This, then, is how people who have never worked modern 
machinery before can adapt themselves, people, moreover, 
who live under difficult conditions with low wages, racial 
discrimination, etc. It is certain that workers trained by our 
intensive course of professional instruction, enjoying the 
economic, social and political conditions which we have des- 
cribed earlier, will rapidly work miracles. 


191. It is absolutely certain that many of the countries of 
the world mean to co-operate with the genuinely independent 
Kamerun, because this co-operation would be profitable to 
their economies. 


192. The genuinely independent Kamerun will gain in this 
respect by the various currents of trade, which will free her 
from dependence on the French capitalists. 

Co-operation with the socialist countries will also stabilise 
our export income, while enabling us to purchase the neces- 
Sary equipment for our industrialisation. 


193. Even if we do not obtain any appreciable aid aes 
outside, our internal sources of accumulation are practically 
inexhaustible. 


Man is the most valuable capital. The proofs of the te 
man investment in Guinea give us the right to be ie 
Opes on a people as intelligent, as dynamic and as fertile a 


our own. 
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194. The possessions of counter-revolutionaries will assist 
our economic development. 


By raising the productivity of their labour, workers, pea- 
sants, craftsmen, etc., will make increasingly important eco- 
nomies in time and raw materials. 


Loans and credit henceforward available to the indigenous 
people will also make a sizeable contribution. 


195. The most important source of our finances, however, 
will be the Treasury and the public sector. Treasury policy 
will consist of a progressive tax on income, a raising of the 
turnover tax, industrial and trading profits and reserves, 
luxury goods and all those not widely marketed, etc. 


As for the nationalised sector (industrial, agricultural, 
stock-farming, Foreign Trade, banking, heavy transport, and 
other organisations), its role as the driving force of the 
economy will make it an excellent source of public revenue. 


196. Briefly, the Kamerunian people are perfectly capable 
of putting into effect the economic and social programme 
which we offer them. We have seen Ghana, for example, 
make 5/6th of the amount laid down in her first Five Year 
Plan on cocoa alone. Our economy is based on mineral 
wealth, and is already more diversified than that of Ghana, 
and our programme is such as will mobilise permanently all 
the creative forces of the Nation, because we are asking the 
Kamerunian people to build their economy for themselves. 
In time to come we will see African solidarity and Afro- 
Asian solidarity become a reality, an ever more and more 
active force. Only one thing is still wanting for our coura- 
geous people: genuine independence. 


197. The objectives of the Kamerunian Revolution do not 
lie only in the context of African unity, but also in the spirit 
of Bandung. 


In fact our policies rest, and will continue to rest, on the 
principles adopted by that conference, and by the conferences 
of peoples or governments which have since been held at 
Cairo (December, 1957), Accra in 1958, Monrovia in 1959, 
and Tunis in 1960. 


198. Among these principles we attach particular impot- 
tance to : — 
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(a) The relentless struggle against colonialism and im- 
perialism in all its forms, that is, the struggle for the 
immediate and complete liberation of all our peoples. 


(b) Respect for the fundamental Declaration of Human 
Rights, according to the principles of the United 
Nations. 


(c) Respect for the independence of all peoples, and the 
integrity of their territories. 


(d) Peaceful co-existence and sincere co-operation with 
all the peoples of the world. 


(e) The use of peaceful means to settle differences be- 
tween States. 


199. These are, in broad outline, the aims of the Total Re- 
volution, which is imperative for the people of the Kamerun, 
and in which the U.P.C., as in the past, intends to remain 
in the forefront. 


Up till now the U-.P.C. and its National Liberation Army 
have won many glorious victories. It is absolutely certain 
that the leaders of the Kamerunian Movement and our brave 
Fighters will also succeed in leading the People to genuine 
independence and a magnificent future. 


200. It simply remains for us to work out the political tech- 
niques of this Total Revolution; the army has already 
received the appropriate orders in the military sphere. 

Before broaching this very important question, it seems to 
us useful to show, for the benefit of certain circles, that the 
Total Revolution is not at all an opportunist gamble, but 
truly the only road to victory. 
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IV. HOW TO SPEED UP THE FINAL VICTORY OF 
THE KAMERUNIAN PEOPLE OVER COLONIALISM 
AND IMPERIALISM ? 


201. One final question is sometimes posed: is the Total 
Revolution an opportunist gamble? In other words, is it 
possible and inevitable for the Kamerunian people to conquer 
imperialism and attain genuine independence ? Is it possible 
and inevitable for the Kamerunian people to place in power 
a New Democracy government within the context of African 
unity ? 

Yes! Without the slightest doubt! That is and must be 
the answer of all. This must be the case, because internal 


and external conditions are extremely favourable to the Total 
Revolution. 


INTERNAL CONDITIONS 


202. ‘* There is no occasion in History when a foreign army 
triumphed over a national insurrection.”” This is a statement 
made by M. Mendés-France, who nonetheless refused to ne- 
gotiate with the Algerian nationalists after the commencement 
of their revolution in 1954. The popular rising of the 
Kamerun will thus necessarily triumph over the French army. 
And it will do so for several reasons. 


203. First of all we are fighting in our own country: our 


fighters know it infinitely better than the mercenaries of the 
French army. 


Secondly, the weak and disjointed character of the Kamer- 
unian economy, the fact that it relies largely on foreign trade, 


and that it consists of more or less autonomous economic 
areas will allow us to :— 


(a) Paralyse the neo-colonialist government without dif- 


ficulty by destroying those products which are ex- 
ported with which it supplements its budget; 
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(b) Organise liberated areas in economic independence ot 
the rest of the country. 


204. These areas will not merely maintain themselves, but 
will spread, because our cause is fundamentally correct, as 
are our methods: the struggle against neo-colonialism, That 
is essentially a struggle to enable the people to make their 
own laws, and create their own happiness. 
The concrete character which we mean to give to genuine 
independence is perfectly capable of : — 
(a) Mobilising and enthusing at least 97°%% of the Kamer- 
unian people around our slogans; 
(b) Completely isolating our opponents, already a very 
minor group, who are in conflict with each other 
through self-interest and irreconciliable ambitions. 


205. Finally, the Kamerunian people have a particularly 
outstanding record of revolutionary experience and tradition, 
and remain determined to pursue, by any means, the struggle 
for freedom. 


This is clearly brought out in the following facts : — 


The history of the gradual occupation of the Kamerun by 
the Germans is rich in acts of resistance, above all in the 
areas of Bamiléké, Boulou, Bassa, etc. But we prefer to 
mention the patriotic struggle against the French invaders, 
who, on their arrival in 1916, adopted the guise of liberators. 
The people’s struggle against the German occupation effec- 
tively assisted the Franco-British victory. But their ruse of 
presenting themselves as “‘saviours” did not long protect 
them from the bitter resistance of a people who had expected 
to regain independence. In its reports to the League of 
Nations, the French Government itself admitted that it had 
only begun to control the situation in 1925. 


206. During the 1939-1945 war, the people of the Kamerun 
gave proof of an exceptional courage and devotion; despite 
their extreme poverty, they managed by means of collections 
to purchase a fighter-plane, a Spitfire. Many of them gave 
a noble account of themselves on the field of battle, from 
Fezzan to the Alsatian plain, through the liberation of Paris. 


207. Since the sell-out by M. Houphouet-Boigny, President 
of the African Democratic Assembly, in 1950, and up to the 
independence of Guinea in September, 1958, the U.P.C. was 
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the only organisation which openiy and radically carried on 
the anti-imperialist struggle in Black Africa. 


208. Backed by world public opinion, since 1954 this 
struggle has reached such a height that the French colonial. 
ists have felt themselves obliged to make concessions. But 
according to their own reports, concessions which apply to 
the Kamerun alone must inevitably trigger off unrest in the 
remainder of the empire: whence the necessity to initiate 
reforms there, as well, of the same type as those granted to 
the Kamerun. 


It is thus that the heroic struggle of the Kamerunian people 
is found to be the immediate main cause of the famous Loi- 
Cadre of 1956, which marks the beginning of the present 
evolution of the Black continent under French domination. 


209. From 1955, in spite of the extreme difficulties of a 
front-line battle in a country surrounded on all sides by ter- 
ritories directly and completely under the control of the im- 
perialists, in spite of the dissolution of the Party and the 
savage struggle against us by the Franco-American imperial- 
ists, the U.P.C. continues to hold high the banner of freedom. 


210. Far from destroying our underground organisation, the 
evil assassination of our Secretary-General, and the procla- 
mation of a fictitious independence itself stepped up the 
ardour of our combatants: today, the country is for practical 
purposes divided into three zones: — 


(a) areas almost entirely liberated: Bamiléké, Mungo, 
and islets here and there, totalling more than one- 
sixth of the population; 

(b) areas more or less controlled by our army, Nkam, 
Wouri, Sanaga-Maritime, Mbam, Nyong and Sanaga, 
Dja and Lobo, Ntem and Kribi, adding up to half 
the total population; 

(c) in the remainder, where our military activities are 
still sporadic. 

One cannot but congratulate and admire the glorious 
fighters of our National Liberation Army, when one realises 
that they have obtained these results with nothing but the 
most rudimenary equipment. Without the least doubt, they 
will go from strength to strength, above all because from now 
on they will be fortified by increasingly active solidarity oP 
the part of the other peoples of the world. 
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EXTERNAL CONDITIONS 


211. The imperialist camp is irreducibly divided when it 
comes to the question of sharing the wealth of our countries 
and spheres of influences. It is for this reason that the lead- 
ing exponents of the New Colonialism, the Americans, are 
attempting everywhere to replace the French, the British, etc. 
These conflicts between the imperialists will develop at a 
speed and extent proportionate to the strength of the anti- 
imperialist camp. 


212. The anti-imperialist camp consists, on the one hand, of 
the socialist countries, and on the other hand, the ‘‘Third 
World’’, that is to say the African, Asian and Latin Ameri- 
can group of under-developed countries, to which it is also 
necessary to add the progressive forces within the imperialist 
countries. 


213. In the under-developed countries, the struggle against 
imperialism grows with rising, irresistible power. Over the 
last fifteen years or so, we have seen many countries gain 
their freedom, despite the limitless efforts made by the im- 
perialists to hold on to them. This is particularly the case 
with People’s China, Indo-China, Iraq and Cuba, where im- 
perialists possessing the most powerful political machinery 
(Americans and French) were swept away. 


214. Quite recently in Africa itself, the liberation movement 
has developed with an unprecedented strength. For this rea- 
son the French Government sees itself forced to recognise 
the independence of ‘‘Community” countries, when hardly 
twenty months ago it was thinking in terms of building a 
Community to last for ever. The Belgian colonialists did 
not intend to grant independence to the Congo before 1985; 
as a result of popular pressure, this independence was pro- 
Claimed on June 30th, 1960. 


215. These triumphs of the anti-imperialist camp are very 
encouraging to us; they also provide us with invaluable les- 
sons. What is more, countries which are truly independent 
in the political sense are more and more coming to realise 
the necessity of struggling against imperialism not only in- 
ternally, but also externally, because they understand more 
clearly each day that imperialism is a permanent threat and 
Obstacle to their freedom and well-being. 
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216. It is this conviction which explains, as a historical 
necessity, the birth of the Afro-Asian Solidarity Movement, 
which has as its aim the complete destruction of neo- 
colonialism and imperialism, together with the furthering of 
the economic, social and cultural development of the African 
and Asian countries. 


217. Far from being a simple avowal, Afro-Asian Solidarity 
presents itself as an ever-growing force. It is as a result of 
it, for example, that in 1956 Egypt was able to throw back 
the aggression carried out against her by the Franco-British 
imperialists and Israel. It is again thanks to Afro-Asian 
solidarity that today the United Arab Republic is building 
the Aswan High Dam, an extremely important one for the 
Arab people, even though the Anglo-American imperialists 
refused to finance this project. 


218. In their struggle for a true independence Kamerunian 
patriots are able to obtain considerable assistance from all 
the anti-imperialist forces throughout the world. This assis- 
ses can take a number of forms, the principal of which 
ollow : — 


Diplomatic and moral assistance in order to— 


(a) Persuade the French Government to withdraw its 
troops from the Kamerun, and allow the Kamerunian 
people themselves to conduct their own affairs; 

(b) Persuade the American Government to end their sup- 


port of the French imperialists, especially by ceasing 
to supply them with arms; 


(c) Persuade the British Government to allow the right of 
asylum to patriots who have fled from the western 


zone, and, far from fighting against the reunification 
of our beloved land, to assist in this. 


219. The assistance of our friends can also take the form 
of placing at our disposal : — 
(a) All possible means of propaganda: Press, Radio, 
Television, Information Services. 
(b) The supply of medicine, clothing, books, medical in- 
struments, cameras, cinema and radio equipment. 


(c) All the material means necessary for the realisation 
of our revolutionary aims. 
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Finally, certain of our friends might also act as leaders in 


all departments. They might even send us volunteers, if this 
became absolutely necessary. 


220. Admittedly certain leaders, even in Africa do not yet 
appreciate either the imminent: dangers which the neo- 
colonial and fascist regime at present imposed on the Ka- 
merunian people represents, or a fortiori the tremendous 
advantages which the genuine independence of the Kamerun 
would mean to them. When one considers such leaders, one 
might naturally be sceptical of external assistance. But one 
must not forget that these leaders are left behind by events : 
they will gradually lose their power as imperialism declines; 
and as we have already seen, the neo-colonialist regime of 
imperialism is fading very rapidly. What have become of the 
Bao Dais, the Ben Arafas, the Grunitzkis, and the Ajavons ? 
They vegetate in general contempt. Do the opinions of M. 
Houphouet-Boigny on the colonial policies of France have 
the same weight today as they had in 1958? No! 


221. On the contrary, on the basis of their previous vic- 
tories for unity and independence, the anti-imperialist forces 
are unceasingly preparing for more resounding victories : 
This can above all be judged by the results of the Second 
All-African Peoples Conference held in Tunis from the 25th 
to the 29th January, 1960. 


222. Indisputably, the Accra Conference of December, 1958 
was a complete success from every point of view. But be- 
cause we benefited from the collective experience at this 
conference, because certain questions (such as those of neo- 
colonialism, the roads to unity, etc.) were made clearer, and 
because the will for the anti-imperialist fight has since deve- 
loped in Africa, the Tunis Conference clearly marked a 
higher stage of progress than that of Accra, despite the 
greater pressure of the imperialists. This progress was spe- 
cially evident in the following points : — 


(a) The Second All-African Peoples Conference vigor- 
ously attacked all forms of neo-colonialism, whereas at Accra 
the problem of neo-colonialism remained in the shade. In 
passing, it should be emphasized that in providing a charac- 
teristic example of neo-colonialism in Africa, the experience 
of the Kamerun contributed greatly to this change. 
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(b) The Second Conference devoted much time to the 
problems of economic independence, which had not been 
touched on at Accra. 

(c) The Tunis Conference adopted a large number of 
very concrete proposals in order to bring about Unity; the 
Accra Conference confined itself to accepting the principle, 
and suggesting several geographical stages for the process of 
unification. 

(d) Whilst the First All-African Peoples Conference simply 
laid down 1963 as the date for the total evacuation from 
Africa, a liberation which could be brought about, it was 
considered, by every means, the second Conference adopted 
very concrete proposals in order to make this date effective. 
Let us observe that the most important of these measures 
concerns liberation by armed struggle; that is : — 

The co-ordination of political parties with a view to armed 
struggle. 

The formation of an African brigade of volunteers for all 
the countries where a war of liberation is made necessary by 
the imperialists. 


223. Admittedly, these are as yet only resolutions, but we 
know that ideas materialise from the moment they are taken 
up by the people. An example: up to 1958, when the 
U.P.C. spoke of independence, we were told that the Kamer- 
unians could not think of governing themselves, as they were 
not even able to produce a box of matches. Today when, 
organised and led by the U.P.C., the people have won inde- 
pendence, it is these same enemies of the people who are 
stealing the fruits of their struggle. 


224. Yet another example: up to 1958, certain people did 
not believe in the possibility of reunifying the Kamerun. The 
U.N.O. delegation which visited the country in November, 
1958, even recommended the integration of the North of the 
Western Kamerun with Nigeria, without any preliminary 
consultations. But on the insistence of the Independent 
African States, the United Nations accepted a referendum. 
Even though the U.P.C. could not officially take part, even 
though the women did not possess the right to vote, even 
though they refused to put forward reunification as the alter- 
native to integration, in spite of every unfavourable circum- 
stance, the people proclaimed themselves, by an overwhelm- 
ing majority, against integration with Nigeria. And they did 
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so because the ideas put forward by the U.P.C. had already 
organised, transformed and mobilised the masses. We have, 
moreover, recognised that these ideas of genuine indepen- 
dence and unity are in the process of advancing with giant 
strides across the whole continent. 


225. Thus it is that we can say that time is on our side, on 
one condition: God helps those who help themselves. In- 
deed, certain rare exceptions apart, our allies will not assist 
us seriously unless they finally realise the breadth and 
strength of the Kamerunian Revolution. This means that 
we must intensify our armed struggle, while at the same time 
redoubling our vigilance and fortifying our unity. 


226. To redouble our vigilance means, first of all, that we 
must unmask and denounce without respite the manoeuvres 
of the enemy. To be vigilant, means to hunt out in time the 
agents placed amongst us by the imperialists, it means to 
treat them as laid down in the 1956 six-point programme. 
To be vigilant means, finally, to step up our campaign against 
lack of understanding; it is a matter of the maximum popu- 
larisation of our attitudes and activities, with the specific 
aim of reinforcing the anti-imperialist Front, within and out- 
side the Kamerun. The reinforcement of the anti-imperialist 
Front is in fact the indispensable condition, the necessary 
political means, for a patriotic victory. 


227. In our efforts for unity, we must take the most thor- 
ough precautions to ensure that the establishment of unity 
opens wider perspectives for the anti-imperialist struggle and 
the improvement of the material and cultural well-being of 
the masses of the people. There is no question of the workers 
halting the struggle against their exploiters in the name of 
unity; there is no question of the colonial peoples relaxing 
their vigilance and resigning themselves to oppression in the 
name of the international détente and peaceful co-existence. 
Because these little political reforms and social-economic 
concessions are only the by-product of the revolutionary 
struggle, it is this struggle which needs to be intensified. 


228. The programme of the U.P.C., as it appears in this 
pamphlet, specifically allows a unity which is genuinely anti- 
imperialist and genuinely to the advantage of the workers, 
because this programme protects and furthers the interests 
of all those men and women who truly fight for the triumph 


59 


. 


of the Revolution, or who, outside the Kamerun, can at least 
take up an attitude of “‘neutrality”’. 


229. As far as internal policy is concerned, the U.P.C. can 
and must regroup the trade unions, Women’s and Youth 
movements, business and transport organisations, etc. It is 
of little importance whether these movements are legal or 
illegal. The important thing is that in the Front built up in 
this way, each organisaion would preserve fts individuality, 
and the U.P.C. militants would make up a politically con- 
scious front-line at the head of the movement. 


230. It should be noted at this point that our programme is 
entirely valid for the Western Zone, except where armed 
struggle is concerned. The popularisation of this programme 
is the best means of preparing for the Referendums which in 
this zone will decide on Reunification. 


231. In the external field, we must behave in such a way as 
to neutralise the forces of reaction as largely as possible, and 
to place all those organisations and leaders claiming to be 
anti-colonialist and anti-imperialist squarely in front of their 
responsibilities. It is not for us to choose our friends, it is 
for them to make themselves known and to take up a con- 
crete position on our programme, which is absolutely correct. 


232. These are the essential reports on the Historic Declara- 
tion of the Executive Committee of the U.P.C. on Kamer- 
unian Independence. We warmly invite all Kamerunian 
patriots to read and re-read these pages, together with the 
Declaration itself! these readings must be followd by dis- 
cussions and explanatory meetings in organisations, villages, 
towns, etc. 


Finally, we ask that each one of us comes forward with 
criticisms and suggestions. That alone is the way in which 
victory can be won. 


233. For more than a hundred years the imperialists and 
colonialists have imposed their regime of oppression and 
exploitation upon the peoples. 


Today, all peoples are freeing themselves from this yoke. 
For years the reactionary colonialists of the United States of 
America, Great Britain and France have forced armed 
struggle on certain peoples: for five years in Cuba, eight 
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years in Indo-China, twenty-two years in China, etc. Despite 
all the efforts of the imperialists, they were conquered by 
arms. This is a clear proof that the imperialists, and all 
reactionaries are no more than cardboard tigers. Even if we 
have to fight for 10, 20 or 30 years, the final victory will be 
ours. There is no force in the world which can conquer a 
people who are united, vigilant and determined to fight to 
the end for genuine independence, true democracy, well- 
being and peace. Our just struggle is bound to be victorious. 


Forward, Dear Comrades, 


to the Final Victory ! 


Cairo. February 4th, 1960. 
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